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B WELCOME TO THE CLASSICAL DIFFERENCE

‘(Mercy” Meets “the LaW” In classical Christian

in Learning Disabilities

The Great Teacher modeled a perfect
balance between mercy and law—
we call this grace.
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schools, our wisdom as
teachers is often tested as
weattemptto hold students
to a standard, while under-
standing that each student

has unique challenges.

The privilege and burden of our call to
be “Christ” in this world is rarely felt
so much as by a classroom teacher.
Jesus modeled great teaching in every
encounter he had with his disciples.
He walked around doing two things:
connecting with students (disciples)
in their weakness and demanding that
they do the difficult—leave their job,

their family, their home. He extended
mercy but expected greatness. This is
what great teachers do.

When it comes to learning disabil-
ities, two realities collide. Every stu-
dent is different, but some students
are “outliers” Outliers take attention.
And, the classroom format puts teach-
ers in a difficult position—how to
serve many students in this environ-
ment. Nearly every teacher can name
three or four of their 20 students who
take the majority of their mental en-
ergy. Often, parents expect too much.

On the other hand, schools some-
times forget that they are not running
a factory, but rather a place of disciple-
ship. “We can't let Johnny pass sixth
grade when he can’t spell and has ter-
rible handwriting” Why not? “Because



it wouldn't be fair” Fair? Was it fair for
the apostle John to be declared the dis-
ciple whom Jesus loved? When schools
lose sight of why they exist—to culti-
vate every child to rightly order their
affections and to love Truth, Goodness,
and Beauty—they fail in their classical
Christian mission.

But, parents who seek mercy for
their child sometimes want teachers
or schools to carry the burden. We
cannot imagine Jesus telling a disciple,
“If this job I gave you is too hard or an
imposition, just do what you can and
let someone else pick up the slack”
Peter might have gone on fishing and
Matthew tax collecting, and the rich
young ruler might have been relieved.
Ephesians 6 gives parents the respon-
sibility for the education of their chil-
dren. Teachers are hired help. So, in all
this, classical Christian schools need
to find the right formula for learning

disabilities. On one hand, we are free
to meet students where they are and
not be too stuck on our processes. On
the other hand, we cannot ask teachers
to fix the problems. They have many
other students to serve. But we can ask
them to be flexible.

Many “disabled” students have been
helped by the higher expectations and
structured environment in a classical
Christian school. But a student with
autism or dyslexia may need some ad-
justment to succeed. In this issue, we'll
tackle some of the tough decisions par-
ents make, and some of the myths that
persist about learning disabilities. 22

DAVID GOODWIN is the president of the

Association of Classical Christian Schools.

dl ‘MO2SOIN ‘|o0yds so307]

x

1
»
!
i

kg

o
D
=
]
=
m
o
=
o
=
o
w
O
n
*
o
2
>
o
Y
Q
)
3

| -
B

y

dl ‘UelpLIS|A ‘|00Y2S 3spIquIY O




B SET APART

NEW TUITION
SAVINGS

NEWEST ACCS
MEMBER
SCHOOLS

LIBERTAS CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL, Hudsonville, Ml
THE ANGLICAN PARISH OF
PEMBROKE, Williamsport, PA
BUFFALO CREEK BOYS SCHOOL, Lexington, VA

THE MASTER'’S ACADEMY, Forest City, NC

CLEMSON CLASSICAL, Clemson, SC

VERITAS CLASSICAL CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, Eugene, OR
THE MAYFLOWER PROJECT, Pulaski, VA

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN ACADEMY, Interlochen, Ml
THE CLASSICAL ACADEMY, Anderson, IN

CRESCENT CLASSICAL CHRISTIAN ACADEMY, Greenville, TN
GRACE COMMUNITY CLASSICAL SCHOOL, Tyler, TX
VERITAS COLLEGIATE ACADEMY, Fairfax, VA

BONNEY LAKE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY, Bonney Lake, WA
CALDWELL ACADEMY, Greensboro, NC

HOPE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY, Holly Lake Ranch, TX

THREE OAKS CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, Decatur, IN

BEREAN BAPTIST ACADEMY, Ogden, UT

THE GENEVA SCHOOL, Laguna Woods, CA

AGAPE CLASSICAL SCHOOL VILLAGE, Carslbad, CA
MINERAL CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, Mineral, VA

HERITAGE CLASSICAL CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, Fenton, MO
PEER ACADEMY, Knoxville, TN

BROOKINGS CLASSICAL CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, Brookings, SD
CALVARY CHAPEL FLUVANNA SCHOOL, Charlottesville, VA
CARITAS ACADEMY, Goodyear, AZ

CORNERSTONE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY, Albququerque, NM
KING'S CROSS ACADEMY, Forest, VA

VICKERY CHRISTIAN ACADEMY, Jakarta, Indonesia
TOLEDO CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS, Toledo, OH

NOBIS PACEM, San Antonio, TX

PAIDEIA CLASSICAL ACADEMY, Coconut Creek, FL

VALLEY CLASSICAL SCHOOL, Blacksburg, VA
WASHTENAW CHRISTIAN ACADEMY, Saline, MI

GRACE COMMUNITY CLASSICAL, Elgin, OK

PATHWAY CHRISTIAN SCHOOI, Douglas, AZ
WESTMINSTER ACADEMY, Tampa, FL

UNITED WITH CHRIST CC SCHOOL, Johnson City, NY

New in 2018, parents can
ramp up on tax savings to
help cover the cost of pri-

vate school.

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act has
expanded the use of 529 plans—ac-
counts that allow savers to accumu-
late interest on a tax-free basis—to
include elementary and secondary
school expenses at public, private, or
religious institutions.

That means individuals can take up
to $10,000 in distributions annually
from their 529 plans to pay for pri-
vate school tuition and books through
12th grade—in addition to using their
account proceeds for college costs.

Check with your accountant to clar-
ify the rules for your state.

Excerpted from CNBC.com, Fri, 29 Dec 2017
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Visit ClassicalDifference.com/submissions to share stories
and quotes. Submissions published in the Set Apart sec-

tion are worth $25 in lunch money. See online for details.

"Conelelin's Mike fust use Apple Pav?”
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Century Watch

This year in history: AD 118
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SET APART R

DIY Parenting

14

THE FIRST METROPOLIS

‘ALL ROADS LEAD TO ROME”

Rome was the first city in record-
ed history to reach a population

of one million people in AD 118,

nineteen hundred years ago. Controlling the majority of
Europe, Asia, and Northern Africa, the Empire governed
65 million people at its height. After Rome’s fall in 450,
no city managed to surpass her population until 1500
years later during the Industrial Revolution.

The term metropolis is Ancient Greek (UnTpoOMOAL)
and means the “mother city” of a colony ... This was later
generalized to a city regarded as a center of a specified
activity, or any large, important city in a nation.

For anyone interested in anthropology, the milestone
begs age-old questions. How did Rome succeed? How
different would the world be if not for the Roman Em-
pire? And, for the U.S. specifically, would there be such a
thing as the American Dream?

While we can never fully answer these questions, and
countless books have been written in the attempt, we
can acknowledge Rome’s significant achievements and
later influence on our country’s creation.

NOT SO HUMBLE ROOTS
Dedicated students of history, the founding fathers
carefully examined preceding societies to evaluate their

[Continues on page 22 ..]

THE BEAUTY OF MONOTONY

“Brian and Emily were friends. True-
blue, stuck-like-glue friends Emily used

to say. And so they were”

Growing up, my parents would joke about my favor-
ite childhood book and how I would ask them to read
it every night. I don’t even know the title of the book,
but those words have stuck with me, and my parents, for
nearly thirty years.

My son, too, found a favorite book a few years ago—
Amelia Bedelia Goes to School. I recall during one im-
pressive streak we read the book 17 bedtimes in a row. I
found one night that I could nearly recite the entirety of
the book from memory. Unfortunately, so could my son.
No more late-night fast-forwarding.

We parents are familiar with the first stage of the triv-
ium—the grammar stage—which harnesses the amaz-
ing ability of young minds to learn by repetition. As we
move to the dialectic and rhetoric stages, the process of
repetition becomes boring. “I already know that,” we say,
and move on to the next thing. But I propose that we
should never abandon our first educational love.

G.K. Chesterton addresses this issue in his insightful
work, Orthodoxy:

Because children have abounding vitality, because
they are in spirit fierce and free, therefore they want
things repeated and unchanged. They always say, “Do

[Continues on page 23 ..]
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Thanks so much for considering how we can bring these students to table at the feast we call classical education.
—Leslie Collins, Head of School, Covenant Academy, Cypress, TX

As the movement grows, many
parents and schools are seeking

ways to bring more kids to the table.

This includes £ids oith
/ea/*n/nﬂ 0/1‘545/‘//2‘/85.
It's a broad and vague term, but one

that affects many families every day.

Why is my child struggling? Can a
classical Christian school work for
us? Is it worth the extra effort?

8 The Classical Difference

Mﬁy 1S My
cHild Siragg//ng?

RESOURCES
It can be difficult for parents, with

limited exposure to learning styles and
issues, to sort through the various pos-

sibilities for why their child struggles.



Is it a phase or a disability? Who can help? Professional test-
ing is your best first step.

If you suspect a learning disability, “get your kids evalu-
ated early. One of the primary indicators of the successful
management of a learning disability is an early evaluation
of learning strengths and weaknesses”*

There are many testing options and resources, including
private psychologists, health centers, university hospitals,
and learning centers. The public school system offers free
and comprehensive testing services with a school referral.
There are also free organizations and services that can help.

DEFINITIONS—KNOW WHAT
YOU'RE HEARING

Laura Tucker, owner of Education Diagnostics, shares
her decades of experience with The Classical Difference and
helps families and schools navigate the learning years.

COMMONLY USED TERMS

e Cognitive Development: Refers to the process of growth
and change in intellectual/mental abilities such as think-
ing, reasoning and understanding. Classical Christian
educators teach according to the stages of cognitive devel-
opment that correspond with the Trivium.

e Intellectual Functioning: Also called intelligence—re-
fers to general mental capacity, such as learning, reason-
ing, problem solving, and so on.

e Learning Disability: Characterizes the ways a child
learns or issues that impact learning. It is a disorder in
one or more of the basic psychological processes in-
volved in understanding or using language, spoken or
written, that may manifest itself in the imperfect ability
to listen, think, speak, read, write, spell, or do mathemat-
ical calculations.

e Intellectual Disability: A disability characterized by
significant limitations in both intellectual functioning
and in adaptive behavior, such as Down Syndrome.*

Keep in mind that a learning disability is different than
an intellectual disability.

THE IQ TEST

One way to measure intellectual functioning is an IQ
test. The IQ score is comprised of several sections each
with separate index scores. It is important to compare
these scores. When there is a standard deviation of +-/15
between any of the index scores, then a potential cause of a
student’s learning struggle can be identified.

SPECIFIC LEARNING DISABILITY

The identification of the type of learning disability is de-
termined from academic testing (reading, math, writing,
language, memory, etc.). Some types are dyslexia (involving
reading and spelling), dyscalculia (math), and dysgraphia

(writing). A student might also have a disability specifically
in written expression or comprehension, Executive Func-
tion (planning, organizing, and completing tasks), listen-
ing comprehension, social skills, or other areas.

¥
0
(@)
Q
=
<
4
(@]

ADHD

ADHD is a medical diagnosis. Physicians, not school
psychologists or educational diagnosticians, diagnose
ADHD. However, a psycho-educational evaluation by an
educational diagnostician or other professional can be
helpful. ADHD and sensory disorders are often misdiag-
nosed. Within the CCE classroom, training and defined
expectations might help diminish ADHD behaviors.

DELAYS

Some students actually appear to have a learning disabil-
ity, when in fact that particular function is late to develop,
but otherwise normal. Delaying entry into school or grades
can help. Developmental delays can indicate that the child
might have a learning disability identified in the future.

AUTISM

Autism refers to a developmental disability significantly
affecting verbal and nonverbal communication and social
interaction, generally evident before age three, that ad-
versely affects a child’s educational performance.

Students with autism might participate in the CCE class-
room dependent on the types of behaviors observed. For
example, a student with autism who has difficulty making
eye contact might not be able to look at the teacher while
instructions are given; however, the student is hearing.
Some students may navigate the day and manage assign-
ments with the help of an assistant or other students.

* *Visit ClassicalDifference.com/LD:

e Signs and Symptoms

e Sample IQ Score Sheet and Analysis
e Detailed Definitions and Resources
o Real Life Stories

Vol. 4, No. 1 | Spring 2018

9



L
X1 “ssa1dAD ‘Awspedy JuUeUsAO:;

W0 1190Nne jepuelle ‘1aone epuewny Aq ojoyd

Many students with learning differences can suc-
ceed in a CCE school because it equips them with a foun-
dation to learn. These schools stand in the place of parents
and teach the Word of God and its principles.

A strong partnership between the school and home is
essential. Accommodations vary because each school has
unique constraints and each child has unique needs. Par-
ents must be willing to help support the school with both
finances and time.

Grammar students with mild to moderate learning dis-
abilities benefit from the classical methodology of system-
atic and repetitive instruction. Older students in the logic
and rhetoric grades are often surprised to find greater op-

e Comprehensive list of guidelines
and questions for a school visit

% *Visit ClassicalDifference.com/LD:

e Common accommodations AND
stories of them in action

e How the classical meth-
od helps at various stages

REFLECTIONS FROM

The significance of classical education
is that we teach not just to the intellect, but to the soul. We aim
beyond the facts toward virtue. We teach, not only from texts,
but from people. We learn, not only from teachers, but from
all. We are a community of believers who have been called
to teach and to learn with one another for the glory of God.

I have been blessed to see my friends accomplish incred-
ible tasks despite many doubters. I have seen a senior with
executive functioning disorder write and defend a twenty-
five-page thesis, arguing that God’s hand is seen in every

10 The Classical Difference

Can a classical
Christian schoo!/ woré for «s?

The classical classroom is not primarily a
place of acquiring information. It is primar-
ily a place of virtue formation. When the
classroom is oriented around love of

God and, through God, a love of the

good, the door for students

with a diversity of chal-

lenges and disabilities is

swung wide open.

Joe Gerber

(See more on p. 14)

e n

portunities to demonstrate their strong cognitive abilities
through debate and discussion. Students who have strug-
gled to read aloud or write, and who have been the last to
finish assignments in the past, are now participating in de-
bates and discussions alongside their peers.

Students caring for students with special needs learn
to build and demonstrate Christian character. For exam-
ple, students learn patience as they wait to hear what the
student is trying to communicate and assist the student in
communicating to others. Not only is the student with spe-
cial needs helped, but students in the classroom learn and
practice looking out for the needs of others.

I have seen many students who received accommoda-
tions graduate from CCE schools, move on to college, re-
ceive degrees, and enter the workforce. 22

LAURA TUCKER, owner of Education Diagnostics, is a founder and was
the Director of Instruction at Rockbridge Academy, Millersville, MD, from
1995-2011. With an M.Ed. from Loyola University, she has over 30 years of
experience in K-12 education as a teacher, administrator, reading specialist,
and educational diagnostician. She and her husband, Rob, an ACCS national

board member, have two adult sons who attended Rockbridge Academy.

AN HYONOKS STUDENT

story. I have heard a junior with Asperger Syndrome present
a talk to the entire school about the importance of giving
thanks in all things. And I myself have grown in wisdom
and love more from my relationships with fellow students
with disabilities than from any others. Virtue is developed
through the work of the Spirit. It is love and patience that
these students have to offer. As images of God, we have
much to learn from them. &%

—LYDIA COLLINS, alumnus,

Covenant Academy, Cypress, TX
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CORNERSTONE CLASSICAL SCHOOL
SALINA, KS

RTLETGY

“I truly expected Cornerstone to give up, but they didn’t.
—Jennifer Glenn

Jennifer Glenn was at her wits end when she and her
daughter arrived at the doorstep of Cornerstone. Rileigh
struggled in kindergarten with her disabilities and severe be-
havioral outbursts. With standards above those of the public
school, the Glenns were not yet sure how a CCE school might
help their daughter, but were willing to give anything a try.

At her previous public school, Rileigh was assigned an
IEP (Individualized Education Program) and used a para-
professional aid. An IEP is a written document developed
for each public school child eligible for special education.
For eligibility, a multidisciplinary team must determine that
(1) the child has a disability and (2) requires special educa-
tion and related services to benefit from the general educa-
tion program.

In their first meeting with Cornerstone’s headmaster,
Chris Stevens, the Glenn parents gave the school full dis-
closure, nearly certain they would be turned away. To their
shock, Headmaster Stevens not only unflinchingly accept-
ed Rileigh, but also proposed that her IEP and paraprofes-
sional be dropped. Why, they asked? Because, the gospel
changes everything.

SWIMMING AGAINST THE TIDE

The Cornerstone faculty treated Rileigh like they treat-
ed everyone else. Stevens believes that students like these
benefit the class as a whole—the open struggle of one
student puts everyone on the same plane, and school be-
comes a safe place to fail.

For Rileigh, this was a starkly dif-
ferent approach. Stevens notes, “The
testing pressure and laws in govern-
ment schools put a lot of pressure
on teachers to use the fastest means
to keep the child in the seat in the
classroom. This often leaves under-
lying issues unaddressed. Working

with souls—something government schools cannot do—is
messy and it takes time. We knew that if we took the time ...
everything else would come together””

One particularly notable difference was Cornerstone’s
refusal to rely on extrinsic rewards to motivate Rileigh.
Why? Stevens explains, “Christianity is about doing the
right thing for the right reasons before God. ... There were
two or three times when the rest of the class had to leave
the room while she cleaned up her desk, but she quickly
realized that her behavior did not get her anything good. ...
We were honest about things from the beginning, even if
the facts were difficult to accept.”

THE TIDE TURNS

After a few challenging months, Rileigh began to blossom.
She saw partnership and support, and outbursts that before re-
sulted in removal from the classroom turned into simple ver-
bal exchanges that were more easily redirected. She began to
take joy in her grades, because she knew she had earned them.

When reflecting on Rileigh's success, Stevens is quick to
note, “We leaned heavily on her parents. They were great
and supportive!” Glenn also spoke of her partnership with
Stevens. “The school needs partnership with the parents
and vice versa. No one can do it alone”

Now a thriving first grader, Rileigh is confident and
full of satisfaction at each new success. Her story is one of
many that demonstrates the power of the gospel—when it
changes the teachers, it can change the student.
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ROCKBRIDGE ACADEMY
MILLERSVILLE, MD

OLIVIA

In 2002, Florence August struck out when trying to find
a school for her triplets and their older sister. After being
turned down by many area schools, she made yet another
visit to a place called Rockbridge Academy. Without hes-
itation, Headmaster Michael McKenna told August her
triplets would be welcomed at Rockbridge—all of them.

One of the triplets, Olivia, has Down Syndrome among
other challenges. Many schools were not willing to admit
a student with such learning differences, despite August’s
desire to have all of her children attend the same school.
On the contrary, McKenna expressed that it would be good
for the Rockbridge community to have a child with Down
Syndrome in their midst.

When Olivia started at Rockbridge, a year after her fellow
triplets, she was fully integrated into her class. While she
always had a one-on-one aide, often her mother, she was
very much a part of the larger group. While each school
year brought its own challenges, it also brought much
joy and delight when Olivia’s presence in the community
brought the value of the Imago Dei to an entirely new level.

In the spring of 2016, as Olivia’s graduation neared, a few
folks pursued the possibility of having Olivia remain a part
of the Rockbridge community. Only this time, she would
be a staff member.

These days, given the title of staff assistant, Olivia can be
found shredding papers, sharpening pencils, assembling
admissions packets, and helping a wide variety of staft
members with their tasks. She cheerfully takes on jobs
such as sweeping the stairs, dusting offices, and emptying
the trash. She especially enjoys greeting students as they
arrive in the morning and leading songs in Spanish class
with a flourish. Her humor and encouragement continue
to dwell in the halls of Rockbridge Academy, much to the
delight of all with whom she has contact. It is safe to say
that Michael McKenna had very little idea of the positive
impact his decision would make.

SAM

Sam Kawecki is the second born of five Kawecki student
members of the Rockbridge family. Despite herculean ef-

12 The Classical Difference

forts on his part in 2004, the pace of the third grade class-
room proved too difficult. Teachers, administrators, and
Sam’s parents discussed the alternative of Sam attending a
local private school that specializes in equipping students
with dyslexia and/or dyscalculia with the hope that Sam
would one day return. Their parting was a tearful one, but
Sam persevered. During this time Sam maintained a con-
nection to the Rockbridge community.

Over the next four years Sam gained tools and self-ad-
vocacy skills that enabled his return to Rockbridge in the
fall of 2008. Sam successfully worked through the 7th -12th
grades, earning his Rockbridge Academy diploma in 2014
and going on to college. Sam’s bright mind, kind heart, and
artistic excellence make him a fondly remembered alum-
nus. Sam is currently a senior at Covenant College with a
major in sociology. He will graduate in May 2018. Sam’s
story encourages all of us that God has a unique plan for
His children to equip them for His service.

COVENANT ACADEMY, HOUSTON, TX
AUSTIN

An 11th grader with Asperger’s Syndrome, Austin shared
these words at an all-school Chapel Presentation.

The Bible says in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, “Be joyful al-
ways; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for
this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” I want you to pay at-
tention to the idea of giving thanks in ALL circumstances,
because that’s probably the thing most of us struggle with.
Its easy to give thanks when things are good—but what
about when things are tough? ...

We should give thanks whenever we can, because every-
thing we have received has been through God’s grace. So
right now, I challenge you, Covenant Academy, to not only
give thanks for the large things, but also the small ones
too. I challenge you to remember that no matter how dark
times in your life may seem, what comes from that hard-
ship will be something to be thankful for.

And with that, I say, “thank you!” 22

Link to the complete post at:
ClassicalDifference.com/LD

Photo by Amafda Faucett, amandafaucett
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EMBRACING THE STRUGGLE

One of the most significant changes
I've encountered in the last twenty years is that the goal of
raising sturdy, capable young men and women has been re-
placed with keeping our children happy. Too often our fo-
cus is to help kids feel better, rather than live better. Instead
of knowing what a “healthy kid” looks like, we have become
masters of seeing dysfunction. In doing so, we have greatly
limited our ability to help children who truly struggle.

Here are some simple examples. In 1986 the ratio of
school aged children on psychiatric medication was 1 in
400. In the year 2000, that ratio was 1 in 40. In 2013 the
ratio was 1 in 13. This morning when I checked Amazon,
there were over 200,000 unique book titles in the areas
of family and parenting. In 1940 there did not exist any
readily available books on how to raise your kids. Yet by all
accounts the children of the 1940s were much sturdier in
their makeup and more capable to exist in a difficult world.

In the school setting this affects many things—from the
parent who complains because their child had Latin home-
work over the weekend and how that of course would in-
terfere with his travel field hockey or social calendar, to the
student who has the idea that school should be easy.

How has all of this affected the student with learning

Students with disabilities are very often the
students who are examples to their peers of
fortitude, or what C.S. Lewis referred to as
the ability to “stick it"under pain. He said
that “guts” is probably the closest English
synonym. The students who have chal-
lenges that exceed that of the average
students teach fortitude through
their lives of learning to fight the
good fight through a difficult

life well lived.

difficulties? The

use of the term
“disability” is a clue.

I use the term “diffi-

culty” because in most
cases, that is a more ac-
curate description than “dis-
ability” When we automatically
assume a disability, the conversa-
tion changes in a way that assumes a
student “can’t” do something rather than

realizing in the vast majority of cases it is “harder”

for that student.

For kids with extra difficulties, we should look for an ac-
ademic approach and environment that allows for struggle
and engages it well. For the significantly “disabled” child,
this may be in the public system with the vast array of
special education resources. But for many, I have seen the
Christian classical model meet that need quite well.

The ability for a student to struggle in an environment that
embraces that children learn at different paces and in differ-
ent ways while at the same time providing a foundation of
Truth is invaluable. I often describe the idea of contempla-
tion as allowing students to struggle with big and important
things ... that is what education should contain.

When both parents and schools change the message
that struggle should be managed and navigated, rather
than avoided, we can better see and meet the needs of
struggling students. 2a

Joe Gerber

(See more on p. 14)

KEITH MCCURDY has worked with families, children, parents and
individuals for more than 25 years logging more than 75,000 clinical hours
of experience. He received his Master of Arts and Education Specialist de-
grees from James Madison University. He is currently the President and
CEO of Total Life Counseling, Inc.

HEAR MORE FROM KEITH MCCURDY:
"The Scary Trend Skyrocketing in Today’s Teens"
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SIMPLY CLASSICAL

After seeing measur-
able academic benefits for
my own children—spe-
cific learning disabilities,
medical conditions, severe
mental illness (schizophre-
nia), and autism—I knew
something important was
happening before my eyes.
I also knew it was not due
to my own teacher training,
because as I explain in Sim-
ply Classical, I had failed in
other settings with “progressive” education.

A classical Christian education can bring an exempla-
ry education to any child. When my daughter said to me,
“Mom, I want my story to help other children like me,” I
knew I needed to write the book.

Parents worry that their struggling children will never
learn to read, never receive a good education, or never find
joy in learning. We invite everyone to join our efforts in
bringing a Christian classical education to as many chil-
dren as possible.

Students with special needs might not progress as far
as same-age peers, but because a classical Christian edu-
cation is rich and advanced, emphasizing truth, goodness,
and beauty, the benefits of an exemplary education remain.
Ours is not an elitist endeavor; ours is a human endeavor.

—CHERYL SWOPE, Author of Simply Classical

A classical education is like climbing a mountain, each
child benefiting from whatever vistas he or she attains
in that upward journey. ... Simply Classical gives en-
couragement and real help for all parents ... and has
advanced the cause of classical Christian education by
confounding its critics who claim it is only for the elite.

1

—Mrs. Cheryl Lowe, founder of Memoria Press,

Visit ClassicalDifference.com/LD:
e See the full interview with Cheryl Swope

e Find more about Simply Classical and companion
resources such as online discussion groups, social
skills programs, reviews by real parents, and more

¢ Read a review by the CiRCE Institute

e Link to other resources listed on this page

14 The Classical Difference

In our cCe schools, we must boldly proclaim the truth
that all men are not created equal; at least in the
sense of intellectual capacity. God has rightly blessed
his people with a diversity of gifts. In Il Corinthians
12:21-23 (NKJV), Paul writes, And the eye cannot say
to the hand, "l have no need of you”; nor again

the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.”

No, much rather, those members of the body

which seem to be weaker are necessary. And

those members of the body which we

think to be less honorable, on these

we bestow greater honor.”

PROGRAMS Joe

(See below)

Leroer

Clare Kozushko, a for-
mer fifth grade CCE teacher, is
now an expert in alternative learning pro-
grams and runs the Thrive Center in Newberg, OR. She
offers these suggestions.

While none of these programs are modified for the CCE
model, each of them enables students to better manage the
specific coursework and expectations.

PACE: A great place to start, specifically targeted
at kids who are slow to complete work.

T
[ Merns bwmae

BARTON READING AND SPELL-
“ﬂﬂal::q }EI ING SYSTEM: Designed for kids with
low reading comprehension and spelling skills.

& THE LISTENING PROGRAM:

[TSTEMING PROGRAMT Depending on the severity of the

need, this program may be best used

in conjunction with other programs. This program helps with
focusing, attention disorders, anxiety, and Asperger’s. ia

NILD: Resources for every learn-
ing disability.

Holding Back—Why and When

Did you know that children born in September might be
more successful in school? Experts say this is because they
miss the cutoff and become the oldest students in the class.
Children grow at different rates on both the outside and the
inside. When is it helpful to hold a student back?*

JOE

Ambrose

GERBER, at The
School Work-

er for at risk youth, shares his many years of experience and of-

teacher of 9th grade humanities

and former Licensed Master Social
fers advice for parents on this and other topics. Look for more

from Joe online and in upcoming issues of The Classical Difference.

% *Visit ClassicalDifference.com/LD
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CHRYSOSTOM

DETAILS: CONTEST

HOW:
« Record a video of yourself

giving a 10-20 minute speech. SPONSORED BY

* Submit video to ACCS.

« See your rhetoric teacher for a
complete list of guidelines. A @ @ g
WHO: Juniors & seniors at ACCS schools
PRIZE: First and second prize winners will share
their speeches at the 2018 REPAIRING THE RUINS
CONFERENCE in Dallas, TX, receive a CASH PRIZE, and
D EAD LI N E: MAY 1 » 201 8 earn an all-expense paid trip for themselves, a friend, and

a parent to Dallas, including a pass to SIX FLAGS RESORT.

Learn more: classicalchristian.org/chrysostom-oratory-competition

THIRD ANNUAL NATIONAL VISUAL ARTS COMPETITION

2018
BLAKEY
PRIZE

m FINE ART

WHO: High school students (9-12) from ACCS member schools

ART: The two categories are “Drawing” and “Painting.”

PRIZE: The First Prize is $500 cash, and the Runner Up is
$250. Winning art will be displayed at the 2018 Repairing the
Ruins Conference in Dallas, Texas.

S 5 S \| D B3 SEE YOUR
SUBMISSION DEADLINE ART TEACHER

Aprll 13 . 2018 COMPLETE LIST

OF GUIDELINES.

COMPETITION

LEARN MORE: ClassicalChristian.org/Blakey SPONSORED BY
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Work, hope, and community

“Tonight you will need to
finish five chapters, and
be ready by tomorrow

the

class what you read’

to discuss with

the teacher instructed her noisy horde
of fifth-graders, waiving Tolkien’s Hob-
bit above her head. Haven Koehler,
one such student, had never before
encountered such a daunting demand.
New to Highland Rim Academy, she
spent many hours prior to her arriv-
al in a special ed classroom, trying to
overcome dyslexia and dysgraphia.

If she suffered from dyslexia and
dysgraphia, how then might a CCE
school that emphasizes reading and
writing help her? Her parents felt the
same way. But her current program
was not helping and the novel pros-
pect of Highland Rim gave them hope.

At first, she struggled. Unlike her
previous school, Haven was held to

16 The Classical Difference

the class standard and given little
grade leniency when it came to the
work she produced. A fifth grader
at a second-grade reading level, the
prospect of finishing five chapters in
one night seemed like an impossible
task. But, her teachers and her mother
knew better.

At home, her mother spent hours
reading with her, correcting mistakes
and keeping her focused. She followed
up with Haven’s homework schedule
and ensured she was on track.

"

W N
One of Haven'’s best friends: “She has a
beautiful and kind heart and that made it
easy to paint her.”

At school, her teachers took time af-
ter class to work with her and strategize
ways to meet the class standard. When
she failed, which at first she often did,
her teachers met her failures with grace
and went back to the drawing board.
“When I performed poorly,; Haven
says, “my teachers sat with me while I
faced my disappointment, and told me
that they knew I could do it, and then
helped me plan how to succeed” This
vote of confidence transformed Haven’s
educational experience.

Haven credits the CCE community
asanother key component in her trans-
formation. At her previous school, she
only partook in a few classes with her
peers, and spent the remainder of the
day in a special ed classroom. “T felt
embarrassed leaving to go to my spe-
cial classes. I wanted to do what ev-
eryone else was doing,” she recounts.



And the special ed classes didn’t help.
“I went to classes with people who had
much more severe disabilities than I
did, and where few were improving.
The lack of challenge from my peers
actually made my symptoms worse.”

At Highland Rim, Haven was fully
integrated into the community. Because
she was held to the same expectations
as the class (with some slight accommo-
dations), she rose to meet the standard,
and her classmates helped her get there.
“At first T felt bad, surrounded by so
many smart people, but they helped me
succeed” Haven told of classmates who
helped check her homework and read
for spelling errors before she turned it
in. “Being around so many smart peo-
ple, who were so supportive of me, in-
spired me to push myself”

Painted for an art competition, the theme of
this work is “Truth, Goodness, and Beauty.”

When asked what helped her over-
come her disabilities the most, Haven
answered without hesitation: the per-
sonal support of her teachers and the
integration with her classmates. She

ALUMNI PROFILE H

felt that her school was truly a safe
place to fail.

Not only did her community give
her the spiritual support she needed,
but the academic preparation as
well. “T was so prepared for college.
My time at Highland Rim taught
me to think logically, drawing from
years of historical examples. I cher-
ished Shakespeare, and really loved
the true beauty and raw talent of
writing. I can keep up in my classes
and now excel at reading and writing”

Now a sophomore at Tennessee
Tech University, Haven studies ele-
mentary education to pursue becom-
ing a teacher at a CCE school. “T'm
no longer hindered by my disability;”
Haven beams,” and I can write a pretty
good paper if I do say so myself.” &a

B LETTERS & NOTES
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THE STACKS

AT CLASSICALDIFFERENCE.COM/THESTACKS

WE REALIZE MANY of our readers are into substance. Read
eclectic content from classical educators and friends around the
country collected and made available in The Stacks. Not everything

Kﬁts into the magazine, but that doesn’t mean you can't read it!

LETTERS
& NOTES

Do you love
The Classical Difference?

Send it to a friend or donate to ensure
The Classical Difference continues to be free
to families of classical Christian schools.

SUBSCRIBE TO THE CLASSICAL DIFFERENCE

ClassicalDifference.com/subscribe

DONATE TO THE CLASSICAL DIFFERENCE

ClassicalDifference.com/donate

A world-changing check:

Help us make sure it gets into the
hands of families that need to know more
about classical Christian education.

$10 will make the magazine available to

Lofty goals:

Encourage, entertain, inform, and unite
the classical Christian community, and help
the growth of classical Christian schools.

an additional family.
$100 will send it to ten families.
$5000 will make it available to 500 families.
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FORESHADOWS

of a Brave New Wor

In this future, life is engineered so that

there is no more war and no more poverty;

no more disease; no more religion; no feelings of anxiety,
guilt, or envy; all awareness of suffering has been blunted, if
not eliminated. Huxley imagined what John Lennon sang
about 40 years later.

This earthly paradise did not come without cost. In
Huxley’s World State, the terms “father” and “mother”
seem indecent not simply because people are “hatched,
but because the terms suggest a viable alternative to the
state’s management.

In keeping with this ideal, all incentives for individuals

to act responsibly and morally have been removed. There is
no possibility of a better life. Yet self-interested or immor-
al choices are encouraged because individuals enslaved to
their desires make ideal citizens of a totalitarian state.

The social landscape Huxley presents, and the portrait of
human nature it paints, no longer seems so futuristic, and

Thé price good men pay for indifference to publie
affairs is to be ruled by evil men.
—Plato

18 The Classical Difference

A CAUTIONARY TALE
L™

In Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World,

the World State has managed to

rid itself of all the ills of human na-

ture through technology. People are

made, they are no longer begotten.

that may be particularly so in Ontario, Canada’s most popu-
lous province, because of the social policies of its government.

ONTARIO’S GREAT LEAP FORWARD—
STRANGER THAN FICTION?

Over the past five years under Ontario’s Premier Kathleen
Wynne, the changes redefining marriage, the family, and the
human person have been swift and comprehensive.

Current SOGI (Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity)
legislation is advancing society against marriage, the fami-
ly, and personal responsibility in an unprecedented way. It
eradicates the basis of personal identity, and makes human
identity entirely dependent upon the state’s definition.

THE FLESH BECOMES WORD

There are five bills that encapsulate the legislative chang-
es in Ontario.

X BILL 33 adds “gender identity and gender expression” to On-
tarios Human Rights Code. The Federal government has produced
similar legislation.

This policy gives public recognition to a person’s private sense of
identity, and overrides the public’s right to privacy in public places
specifically designed to exclude the opposite sex. In other words, pub-
lic bathrooms and showers are open to anyone who wishes to share
them with you.




X BILL 13 requires public and Catholic schools to allow gay-
straight alliances and to root out “homophobia,” “biphobia,” and
“transphobia.” This served as a pretext for the Ontario government to
usurp the power of parents (and duly elected trustees), even forcing
schools to change their equity and inclusive education policies.

X BILL 77 prohibits “reparative therapy” for minors struggling
with issues of sexuality or gender identity. Parents have no recourse,
even with their own children. Scientific evidence or reason are not
allowed to influence the discussion.

X BILL 28 removes the words “mother” and “father” from Ontar-
io law, while allowing people to become parents through “pre-con-
ception parentage agreements” with up to four unrelated and un-
married adults. The effect of this not only gets rid of the natural
family as a defining feature of family law, it transforms all children
into commodities and all parents into property owners. And private
property is not a right defined under Canadas Charter of Rights
and Freedoms.

X BILL 89 integrates gender identity and expression into the Child
and Youth Services Law. It has been suggested that parents who op-
pose the gender identity of their children could lose them.

These changes have been simultaneously implemented in
the curricula of Ontario public schools in its sex-ed curricu-
lum and in its Equity and Inclusive Education Strategy, over
strenuous parental objections and public protests. Primary
schooling has been given over to “social justice” by the Ele-
mentary Teachers Federation.

A U.S. PERSPECTIVE

The thoroughgoing checks and balances of the United
States’ political system, the tradition of state’s rights, and the
sovereignty of the family, church, and school helps make
them resistant to totalitarian rule. For these reasons, the U.S.
may be less susceptible to this sort of legislation than Canada.

On the other hand, the American ideal of the “self-made”
man is more truly American than in any other country, and
the high tech moralists of Silicon Valley exercise their in-
fluence everywhere. The technological ideal of a Brave New

.. -
=B L

* For links to more information about the bills mentioned

in this article, visit ClassicalDifference.com/Canada.

World is a threat wherever man’s total dominion over life
is embraced.

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE

In the end, a private classical Christian education is ab-
solutely essential to the well-being of both our countries,
because only it acknowledges the goodness of nature creat-
ed by God as an aspect of His common grace. That natural
good is in our very bodies, as Nancy Pearcey has argued
in her recent book Love Thy Body, but it is only properly
understood in the light of the redemptive work done by
Christ in His human body.

For “the earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof;” and
of “the increase of His government and peace there will be
no end” =2

DR. SCOTT MASSON is an associate professor of English literature
at Tyndale University College in Toronto. He studied classical Greek and
Latin in Germany, but became a Christian while doing his doctoral work
in Durham, England.

He was the founding board chairman of Westminster Classical Chris-
tian Academy in Toronto, and remains committed to advancing classical

education in Canada. He is a proud husband and father of two.

We must realize that the Reformation worldview
leadsyin the direction of government freedom. But
the humanist worldview with inevitable certainty
leads in the direction of statism. This is so because

humanists, having no god, must put something at
the center, and it is inevitably society, government,
or the state.

—Francis A. Schaeffer

Let each of you look aut not only for his own

.= e

F . ietarests, but gise for the interests of cthers. Phil. 214
y

Mars Hill Academy, Mason, OH
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B SET APART

[... Continued from page 7]

LRIy I

What were they doing back then?

Many argue that Rome’s affirmation of a common humanity and
subsequent commitment to justice and equality, though limited,
opened the way to unprecedented achievements. Progress in med-
icine, science, art, and engineering solidified Rome’s position as the
cornerstone of Western civilization.

Pioneer physicians Hippocrates and Galen successfully depressed
the level of mortality below the level of fertility, extending Roman
longevity and triggering an explosive population boom.

Ptolemy sparked a centuries long quest for scientific truth, arguing
for a geocentric solar system.

One of the first societies to successfully employ concrete, Rome
developed the most intricate and sophisticated network of roads and
aqueducts of its time.

Mastery of concrete also yielded a vast Roman underground utility
grid of plumbing, hot and cold water, and sewers.

Utilizing a common tongue—Latin—the Empire unified over 65 mil-
lion people of different racial origins across the world. Today, Latin is
the root of over 60% of languages.

A multitude of prolific writers carefully doc-
umented their opinions and observations.

Virgil, Livy, Tacitus, and Plutarch are a few
among many brilliant writers who forever
immortalized Rome’s grandeur and fail-
ures with a dash of their pens.

22 The Classical Difference

cause of death. Their ingenious inoculation? A preventa-
tive political structure. They credit the political architec-
ture of the U.S. republic to Greco-Roman civic philosophy
and structure. It was within the reign of the Roman em-
pire that the notion of divided government branches was
conceived, where the world’s first elected officials ruled,
and where the equality of all citizens before the law was
first established.

All our Founding Fathers believed that history was a
precursor of the future. In the annals of history—partic-
ularly that of the Greek and Roman republics of antiqui-
ty—they believed they could find the key to inoculating
America against the diseases that infected and destroyed
past societies.

—Dr. Joe Wolverton I1

When faced with the task of creating their own repub-
lic, the founding fathers drew upon millennia of vicarious
experience gained from their studies of history and litera-
ture. At the time, colleges required, among other challeng-
ing feats, that incoming freshmen read, translate, and ex-
pound upon original classical Greco-Roman works in the
original Latin and Greek. Twenty-seven of the 39 signers
of the Constitution were college graduates; nearly all were
classically educated. Considered provocative and new, Carl
J. Richard’s book, Why Were All Romans, “wouldn’t have
been a surprise to those educated in colonial colleges”™

Through our founding fathers, our “uniquely American”
values of autonomy and democracy, checks and balanc-
es, religious liberty, and impartiality before the law were
transferred to a new world—values nurtured thousands of
years before among the seven Roman hills, demonstrating

that even today, all roads lead to Rome. =2

*ALL CITATIONS:
ClassicalDifference.com/2018-spring




[... Continued from page 7]

it again”; and the grown-up person
does it again until he is nearly

dead. For grown-up people “

are not strong enough to

possible that God says every

morning, “Do it again” to the sun;
and every evening, “Do it again” to
the moon. ... It may be that He has
the eternal appetite of infancy; for
we have sinned and grown old, and
our Father is younger than we.

Indeed, we have sinned and grown
old, and our sin has been the aban-
donment of wonder and enjoyment
in the beauty of monotony.

This sin goes deeper than educa-
tional philosophy, though that is a
good place to start in correcting our
practice, and most classical schools
are making the attempt. They realize
that the loss of the beauty of monot-
ony is what causes us to abandon the
rich, life-transforming reading of the
Gospels because we already “know the
story of Jesus.” The loss of the beauty
of monotony is what causes us to skim
through Psalm 146-150, since hearing
“Praise the LORD!” fifty times is su-
perfluous when I understand it after
the first. The loss of the beauty of mo-
notony is what causes us to leave off
reading our Bible because we become
bored with the discipline of daily de-
votion. As John Piper says, when we
do this, we “miss the miracle*

The loss of the beauty of monotony
is a loss worth reversing. It is a loss
worth fighting to regain. It may just
be the very thing that keeps us sane
in the midst of a culture that is abso-
lutely obsessed with—dare I say wor-
ships—the new and different.

Enjoy repeating words to your chil-
dren that are good, true, and beauti-
ful, whether via your own family Bi-
ble reading or that day’s homework.
Perhaps we should start the practice
of picking Scriptures and stories—a

L
S0

exult in monotony. But per- ;:b
haps God is strong enough
to exult in monotony. It is

s
etition and rhetoric, like Brian

“story of the week,” a “Scripture of the
month,” or a “quote of the day”—to
intentionally repeat as we drive

N

SET APART R

to school, pray for dinner, or
read before bedtime.
Perhaps we will find that rep-

and Emily, are true-blue, stuck-

like-glue friends after all. &a itor and author.

Redeeming CHRISTIAN
HIGHER EDUCATION

HIGH ACADEMIC RIGOR

% 0
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CLASSICAL LIBERAL ARTS CLASSICAL LIBERAL ARTS

CHRIST AND SCRIPTURE CHRIST AND SCRIPTURE

A STRONG
FOUNDATION

Rather than modifying,

THE CLASSICAL
CORE

Students receive a solid

RAISING THE
STATUS QUO

We believe in holding both

removing, or questioning grounding in the classical faith and reason high. We

your child’s upbringing, we liberal arts. The required equip students with skills

build upon the already-laid 63-credit core gives all that they can rely on for the

foundation of Christ. students the tools to rest of life.
participate in the Great

Conversation.

KYLE RAPINCHUK is assistant professor
of Christian Worldview at School of the Ozarks
in Point Lookout, MO. Kyle is co-founder of
The Classical Thistle where he also serves as ed-

VOCATIONAL TRAINING

HIGH ACADEMIC RIGOR
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Here in NYC, words are
bartered like a commodi-

ty, and how they are used

reflects the culture of our day. David
Brooks, an op-ed columnist for The
New York Times, recently wrote:

Back when they wrote the book of
Proverbs it was said, “By long for-
bearing is a prince persuaded, and a

* *ALL CITATIONS:
ClassicalDifference.com/2018-spring
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An Epidemic of Slurs,
Slander, and Silliness

soft tongue breaketh the bone.” These
days, a soft tongue doesn’t get you
very far, but someday it might again.*

Sitting at her desk in the London ad-
vertising firm Benson’s in 1921, a young
Dorothy Sayers began to wonder how
people could be gullible enough to be-
lieve the slogans she and her colleagues
wrote. By the time she presented The
Lost Tools of Learning in 1947, Sayers
answered her own question: the entire
education system in the West had been
realigned to teach students simply what
to think. Dogma had trumped thought.

She knew it was not supposed to be
this way. Sayers came from Oxford,
where she studied medieval literature
and was among the first women to
graduate from the storied institution.
Oxford and Cambridge were different
from other institutions. In tutorials,
the dons with whom she studied ex-
pected her to come prepared to argue a
thesis, to think critically, and to never
accept a conclusion without making it
her own. “Although we often succeed
in teaching our pupils ‘subjects, we fail
lamentably in teaching them how to
think. ... They learn everything except
the art of thinking”™*

Sayers knew there was a deep histor-
ical irony in this turn of events. What
separates the West from the rest has
been our emphasis on self governance,
checks on institutional power, and firm
resistance to any form of demagoguery.
By the time she had written The Lost
Tools of Learning, Europe had been
brought to its knees by national social-
ism and fascism. Totalitarianism was
beginning to cover much of the planet
in darkness. But Dorothy Sayers under-

The antidote: classical education

stood that the courage to resist always
begins in the mind, in our imaginations.
What was her strategy to preserve
civilization? Go back to what worked
in the first place. Sayers proposed a re-
turn to an education based upon the
medieval Trivium: grammar, dialectic,
and rhetoric. Each stage was age-ap-
propriate and built upon the last.

The courage to resist
always begins in the mind,
in our imaginations.

Sayers was confident that children
are capable of far more responsibil-
ity and acuity than our modern age
would have us think. She queries:
“When we think about the remarkably
early age at which the young men went
up to university in, let us say, Tudor
times, and thereafter were held fit to
assume responsibility for the conduct
of their own affairs, are we altogether
comfortable about that artificial pro-
longation of intellectual childhood ...
which is so marked in our own day?”
Who can argue that the modern wel-
fare state has not capitalized on the
the psychology of dependence over
self-reliance and industry?

Imagine what Dorothy Sayers
would say to today’s new media—
filled with self-assured snap judg-
ments on the internet, all of which
are framed by advertising slogans and
other sorts of propaganda. Her pre-
scription would be the same as it was
in 1947: classical education—now

[Continues on page 31 ...



St Mary’s College: the Home of Christian Theology at
the University of St Andrews, Scotland, since 1537

— a theological community at the heart of a leading research university

University of
e Undergraduate degrees in Theology and in Biblical Studies St Andrews

e Master’s and PhD courses with leading scholars such as N T Wright

WWW. St‘ al’ldl‘ews.acuk / diVil’lity The University of St Andrews is a charity registered in Scotland, No: SC013532

The Institute of Faith and the Academy
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Pick up your subscription today for
The Journal of Faith and the Academy
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Plus, join o5 for our annual conference in Fall 2018

A Time for Courage: Humble Audacity in the Academy and Beyond

Seeking conlerence papers of all disciplines, especially as thiey relate to the vintue of courage. Select papers from
the conference will be poblished in a sulwequent e of The deurnal ol Falth and the Academy,
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B AROUND THE COUNTRY

Classical Education in Action

B PROVIDENCE
CLASSICAL SCHOOL
Spring, TX

Fifth-grader Mary Jane Lopicco-
lo enjoys her time in the afternoon
carline waiting for her number to be
called. Mary Jane is an avid reader,
and this is a book she chose herself.

SARAH TURNER
Director of Advancement

B WESTMINSTER
ACADEMY
Memphis, TN

Fourth graders Lyla Nagem and Ab-
igail Nicolas gather for See You At the
Pole in Memphis, TN. There was a time
of worship, followed by a time of prayer
for the school, community, and city.
A tradition of over 25 years, 3 million
students from across the U.S. gather to
pray for their schools and communities.

JULIE NAGEM, Public Relations

B MARS HILL ACADEMY
Mason, OH

Mars Hill Academy second-grade students donned their
surgical scrubs to perform contraction “surgery” Students
had to make decisions whether to keep or cut out parts of
word pairs such as “will not,” “we will” and “have not” Sec-
ond grade teacher Mrs. Alicia Weber of Maineville prepped
the class for the procedure, equipping them with red pens,
scissors, and adhesive bandages which acted as apostro-

phes. Students then displayed their successful “operations!”

MICHAUX MERHOUT
Advancement Team
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AROUND THE COUNTRY B

B VERITAS SCHOOL
Richmond, VA

Veritas School of Richmond, VA, re-
cently purchased the Laburnum House,
a historic Richmond mansion built in
1908. Not only is the house notable
for its age, it was also featured in the
PBS Civil War drama Mercy Street. In
fact, before Veritas bought the proper-
ty, an agreement for a second season
of filming the series had already been
negotiated, so the season was filmed at
the school that fall. The show wrapped
up after the second season, but you
can catch up on missed episodes by
streaming them on Amazon!

EXCERPT FROM THE RICHMOND TIMES

B VERITAS COLLEGIATE
ACADEMY
Chesapeake, VA

Veritas Collegiate Academy of Ches-
apeake, VA, expands their school—
this time to Beijing, China. What
prompted this unlikely choice? After
bestschools.org named Veritas one
of the top 50 Christian high schools
in the US., Veritas received several
requests to bring their school to Bei-
jing. And they listened. Veritas Prep
opened in Beijing in the summer of
2015, and now enrolls 55 students. Af-
ter success in Beijing, Veritas plans to
build a school in Budapest, Hungary,
and has reported interest from Viet-
nam and Nigeria. Will there be a CCE
school on every continent one day?
We hope so.

CALEB ELGUT
Director of Quality Assurance

@ Share a story about your school!
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Star Wars:
The Last Jedi?

Hopefully.

ALERT: This article contains spoilers.
Skip to the last two paragraphs to avoid them.

At a certain pivotal moment in the last
third of Rian Johnson’s foray into the

Star Wars saga, Luke, desirous of ending

the Jedi order once and for all, sets out to destroy the sacred
texts of the old Jedi religion. As he approaches the cave to

28 The Classical Difference

torch them, he is confronted by his old master Yoda, who
completes the task for him by calling lightning down from
heaven and swallowing the cave up whole. Yoda responds
to Luke’s confusion and astonishment with two very tell-
ing responses: “Page turners they are not” and “The Library
contains nothing that the girl Rey does not already possess”

These two statements sum up much of what is wrong
with the newest Star Wars entry.

Star Wars: The Last Jedi is the first of the Star Wars films
that could be labeled as iconoclastic. J] Abrams’ take on the
Star Wars mythology tried, to a fault, to echo the tone and
tenor of the original trilogy. This new iteration has chosen,
almost wholesale, to destroy the world that came before.

To recognize how this happened, one must understand
what made the first Star Wars so revolutionary. The orig-
inal (subsequently re-titled Star Wars: A New Hope) ap-
peared in an era when great filmmakers were embracing
the cynicism of the age. The Godfather, Taxi Drivet, China-
town, and All the President’s Men are examples of the domi-
nant aesthetic that rejected the notion of authority, the idea
of an established morality, and the longstanding notions of
hero and villain. People found the old Hollywood of yes-
teryear too hopeful, sentimental, and unrealistic for their
post-Vietnam, post-Richard-Nixon world. They wanted
their entertainment to fit their experience.

It was into this world and this common sensibility that Star
Wars was born. Unlike other popular films of the day, Lucas
presented a clear vision of good and evil, set against the opti-
mistic backdrop of a mythology that was as distinctly Ameri-
can as apple pie. He made a movie that was aptly titled A New
Hope, for it did indeed instill people with whimsy, wonder,
and a desire to be good. It made us believe in heroes again.

The original trilogy (and even the prequels) is complete-
ly in earnest. These films are not self-aware in the slight-
est and they do not make light of the themes that matter
the most to them. Religion, tradition, wisdom, good, and
evil—these were things to be taken very seriously in the
Star Wars of yesterday.

Yoda, however, in The Last Jedi, destroys the notion of a
received tradition and of religion, and lets us all know that
power does not rest in a tradition that is passed on from

e Tom Velasco talks culture and classical Christian education
from several angles.

e Hear Dr. Sean McDowell’s interview “Star Wars Does Bat-
tle Against the Me Generation.”
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Recent films
THAT HAVE SOMETHING TO OFFER OUR CULTURE

NOTE: Many movies listed here are NOT appropriate for all audiences. Parents, exercise caution.

Though not necessarily the best or most interesting, each movie below says something of

significance to the culture in which we live.

Dunkirk: a film about bravery, and about standing your ground and never giving in, even
when the odds are stacked against you

A Ghost Story: a mythic exploration of time, home, family, connection and grief
Wonderstruck: also mythic in scope, and dealing with issues of home, family and connection
Darkest Hour: a film about doing the hard thing, even when everyone is against you

The World of Tomorrow: a film about the dehumanization that is happening as we progress
as a culture

It Comes at Night: a film about fear and what it can do to us as people

Guardians of the Galaxy: a film about what it means to be a father

War for the Planet of the Apes: a film about what it means to be human

Lego Batman: an exploration of egocentrism and what it means to be a part of a community

ad infinitum. There is no
longer any tradition, reli-
gion, or truth outside of
ourselves—there is noth-
ing to lead us to hope.
My only hope is in myself
alone, and the only thing
I can do in the face of de-
spair is laugh. This is the
message and lesson of the
world in which we live,
and it is the new message
of Star Wars.

This just scratches the
surface. I haven't even

master to student, but lies instead in the individual. Rey has
all the power she needs at her own fingertips and she does
not need anyone to bring that out. She doesn’t need books,
she doesn’t need tradition, and she doesn’t need Luke. She
doesn’t even need any training—she clearly receives none
throughout either of the films in which she appears. She
has the power within herself and herself alone. This is why
Star Wars: The Last Jedi is, philosophically, a failure. It has
finally jumped ship. It is now self-aware.

Consider Poe’s “mama” joke directed at Hux in the begin-
ning of the film, or Luke’s flicking the dust from his shoulder
during the final sequence. Consider the tantrum that Kylo
Ren throws after being reproved by Snoke. Consider Luke
himself who, in a moment of weakness, lights his lightsaber
to kill his sleeping nephew, beginning Kylo Rens fall into
darkness. It no longer recognizes the very real, menacing
evil that was present in the original films. What is more,
there is no longer anything or anyone truly good.

This is a film that has decided, not to subvert the ex-
pectations of culture, but rather to jump on board. There
is no true good and no true evil. There is no hope for
actual resolution to take place in the world around us,
but we are fated to commit the failures of our fathers

-wp/Jaded|jem/ol eJUBWISIAOW MMM

begun to discuss the way
Johnson doubles down on
Lucas’ already established
monistic view of the universe that teaches a Taoist ethic.
This indeed has always been present in the films, but is
far more explicitly stated, and in far darker tones, in this
one. Nor have I mentioned the heavy-handed feminism
portrayed throughout the film, which goes to great lengths
to establish the authority and superiority of women over
men, going so far as making each example of male deci-
sion-making a tragic failure, especially when contrasted
with the particular wisdom and heroism of their feminine
counterparts.

Star Wars is a mashup of modern progressive talking points
tacked onto the skeleton of Lucas’ established mythology. It
subverts the good that existed in Lucas’ work, and accentuates

the bad. It is not your mom and dad’s Star Wars. =2

TOM VELASCO studied philosophy and history in college with a
minor in Latin, and has since spent the majority of his years teaching
everything from logic to humanities to Greek and Latin at The Ambrose
School, Meridian, ID. His natural affinity for pop art and culture, especial-
ly cinema, is evidenced by the approximately 370 films he has viewed each
year over the past five years. An active member of a social networking
community of amateur and professional film critics, he has also written

many film reviews and critiques.
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B PARENTS SPEAK

What's on Our
Nightstand?

Here at TCD, we love to
share our latest inspirations.

This month, weve been riveted by Eric Metaxas’ bi-
ography, Martin Luther, released in 2017, the 500th anniver-
sary of the Reformation.

If you're looking to gain a deeper appreciation of the West-
ern world as we know it, a better grasp of church history, or
just plain inspiration to do the right thing in the face of seem-
ingly insurmountable opposition, this is the book for you.

On All Hallow’s Eve in 1517, a young monk named Mar-
tin Luther posted a document he hoped would spark an
academic debate, but that instead ignited a conflagration

ROCKBRIDGE ACADEMY
00D SUMMER

= TEACHER
S TRAINING

SAVE 74 DATES
JULY

16. 17. 18. 19, 20

and the Mind
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yoon, Join usin
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The book is dedi-
cated to our friend
Gregory Alan Thorn-
bury, who you can
meet here —

See more: eric-
metaxas.com/
books/martinluther/

'that would forever
destroy the world he
knew. Five hundred

years after Luther’s now famous 95 Theses appeared, Eric
Metaxas, acclaimed biographer of the bestselling Bon-
hoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy and Amazing Grace:
William Wilberforce and the Heroic Campaign to End Slav-
ery, paints a startling portrait of the wild figure whose
adamantine faith cracked the edifice of Western Chris-
tendom and dragged medieval Europe into the future.
Written in riveting prose and impeccably researched,
Martin Luther tells
the searing tale of a
humble man who, by
bringing ugly truths
to the highest seats
of power, caused
the explosion whose
sound is still ringing
in our ears. Luther’s
monumental faith
and courage gave
birth to the ideals
of faith, virtue, and
freedom that today
lie at the heart of all
modern life. =2

< Book Club

Want to follow along with our
reading list? Visit our Book Club,
where we post our current reads
and offer a discussion board where
you can add your comments and
observations. Step outside the dai-
ly grind to refresh your perspective
and connect with the national clas-
sical Christian community.

L/

@ Love your school?
SAY SO ON GOOGLE % % % % %

Google reviews are a powerful way to share your apprecia-
tion for your school. Here's how:

ClassicalDifference.com
/BookClub

1. Type your school’s name and city into the Google search bar.

2. The school’s profile will appear on the right side of the
page. Select the “write a review” button on the lower third
of the profile.

3. Fill in the fields to write the review.

Don'’t forget to hit “post”!




[... Continued from page 24]

more than ever. Only a person who
can think around a problem is in a
position not to be the problem.

The nineteenth-century German
scholar Johann Herder once defined
culture as “the life-
blood of a people,
the flow of moral
energy that keeps a
society intact” From
whence does this
“flow of moral en-
ergy” come? Surely
it begins in the home, and surely it
is established in the classroom at the
developmental stage when minds of
children are filled with wonder and
awe about the world around them.

The Christian community has a sol-
emn responsibility to get it right—to
not give the Empire the droids that
theyre looking for. We must look

Only a person who can

think around a problem and the voting be-

IS in a position not to
be the problem.

to the past, to the tradition that has
served us so well. As G.K. Chesterton
once so memorably observed: “Tradi-
tion means giving votes to the most
obscure of all classes, our ancestors. It
is the democracy of
the dead”

Let the polls open

gin. If T don’t miss
my guess, it’s going
to look a lot like
Dorothy Sayers’ The
Lost Tools of Learning. And that’s why
what’s happening in the classroom ev-
ery day at the Geneva School here in
New York City, and classical Christian
schools around the country, matters
so very much. =2

DR. GREGORY THORNBURY is president
of The King’s College, New York City.

CULTURE GRIP B

+T

|

THE KING'S COLLEGEF
NEW YORK CITY

MORE FROM
DR. THORNBURY
at ClassicalDifference.com/antidote.
e See a synopsis of the stages
of the trivium
e Hear him speak at the 2017
Repairing the Ruins Conference

BASECAMP
LIVE

Helping you raise thé*next generation.

LISTEN NOW TO THE

PODCAST & SHOW!

go online to
basecamplive.com

-OR-
to hear our current show
text “basecamp” to 33733

BaseCamp LIVE helpsianswer questions parents have about classical
Christian education and raising the smartphone generation.
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B ACCS SCHOOLS

*@11'} ACCS Member Schools

Abiding Savior Academy
Sioux Falls, SD

Acacia Academy
Kokomo, IN

Ad Fontes Academy
Centreville, VA

Agape Christi Academy
Eden Prairie, MN

Agape Classical School Village
Carlsbad, CA

Agathos Classical School
Columbia, TN

Aletheia Christian

School of Peoria
Peoria, IL

Alpha Omega Academy
Huntsville, TX

Ambassador Christian Academy
Toms River, NJ

American Christian School
Succasunna, NJ

Annapolis Christian Academy
Corpus Christi, TX

Appomattox Christian Academy
Appomattox, VA

Aquidneck Island

Christian Academy
Portsmouth, RI

Arma Dei Academy
Highlands Ranch, CO

Ascension Classical School
Shreveport, LA

Augustine Christian Academy
Tulsa, OK

Augustine Classical Academy
Lakewood, CO

Augustine Classical Academy
Mechanicville, NY

Augustine School
Jackson, TN

Baldwin Christian School
Baldwin, W1

Bayshore Christian School
Fairhope, AL

Beacon Hill Classical Academy
Camarillo, CA

Berean Baptist Academy
Ogden, UT

Bethel American

International School
St. Paul, MN

Bethlehem Christian Academy
West Plains, Zambia

Blackburn Study Center
Wexford, PA

Bloomfield Christian School
Bloomfield Hills, MI

Bonney Lake

Christian Academy
Bonney Lake, WA

Bradford Academy
Mebane, NC

Brandywine Classical Academy
Chadds Ford, PA
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Brookings Classical

Christian School
Brookings, SD

Brown County

Christian Academy
Sardina, OH

Cahaya Bangsa

Classical School
Bandung Barat, Indonesia

Cair Paravel Latin School, Inc.
Topeka, KS

Caldwell Academy
Greensboro, NC

Calvary Chapel

Fluvanna School
Charlottesville, VA

Calvary Christian Academy
San Jose, CA

Calvary Christian Academy
Silver City, NM

Calvary Classical Academy
St. Cloud, MN

Calvary Classical School
Hampton, VA

Candies Creek Academy
Charleston, TN

Caritas Academy
Goodyear, AZ

Cary Christian School
Cary, NC

Cedar Tree Classical

Christian School
Ridgefield, WA

Charis Classical School
Madison, W1

Christ Church Academy
Lafayette, LA

Christ Classical School
San Luis Obispo, CA

Christ Presbyterian School
Baton Rouge, LA

Christ’s Legacy Academy
Athens, TN

Christian Heritage

Classical School
Longview, TX

Clapham School
Wheaton, IL

Classical Christian Academy
Post Falls, ID

Classical School of Wichita
Wichita, KS

Clear Lake Classical
Clear Lake, IA

Colquitt Christian Academy
Moultrie, GA

Coram Deo Academy
Carmel, IN

Coram Deo Academy
Flower Mound, TX

Coram Deo Academy
Richland, WA

Cornerstone Academy
Morristown, TN

Cornerstone Academy
Snohomish, WA

Cornerstone Christian Academy
Albuquerque, NM

Cornerstone Christian Academy
Abingdon, VA

Cornerstone Classical

Christian Academy
Montgomery, AL

Cornerstone Classical School
Basalt, CO

Cornerstone Classical School
Salina, KS

Covenant Academy
Cypress, TX

Covenant Academy
Macon, GA

Covenant Christian Academy
West Peabody, MA

Covenant Christian Academy
Harrisburg, PA

Covenant Christian Academy
Colleyville, TX

Covenant Christian School
Panama City, FL

Covenant Christian School
Smyrna, GA

Covenant Classical Academy
Louisville, KY

Covenant Classical School
Fort Worth, TX

Covenant Classical School
Naperville, IL

Covenant Classical School
Concord, NC

Covenant School
Huntington, WV

Coventry Christian School
Pottstown, PA

Crescent Classical

Christian Academy
Greenville, TN

Dominion Christian School
Oakton, VA

Eastwood Christian School
Montgomery, AL

El Paso Christian School
El Paso, TX

Eukarya Christian Academy
Stephens City, VA

Evangel Classical

Christian School
Alabaster, AL

Evangel Classical School
Marysville, WA

Evangelical Christian

Academy
Colorado Springs, CO

Faith Christian Academy
Kansas City, MO

Faith Christian School
Port St. Joe, FL

Faith Christian School
Roanoke, VA

Flatirons Academy
Lafayette, CO

Founders Christian School
Spring, TX

Franklin Classical School
Franklin, TN

Genesis Classical Academy
Winnebago, MN

Geneva Academy
Lincoln, DE

Geneva Academy
Monroe, LA

Geneva Academy
Roseburg, OR

Geneva Classical Academy
Lakeland, FL

Geneva School of Boerne
Boerne, TX

Gloria Deo Academy
Spring Branch, TX

Good Shepherd Reformed

Episcopal School
Tyler, TX

Grace Academy
Springfield, MA

Grace Academy

of Georgetown
Georgetown, TX

Grace Christian Academy
Merrick, NY

Grace Classical Academy
Granbury, TX

Grace Classical Academy
Springfield, MO

Grace Classical School
Jacksonville, NC

Grace Community

Classical School
Tyler, TX

Greenville Classical Academy
Simpsonville, SC

Grove City

Christian Academy
Grove City, PA

Harvest Christian

Academy of New York
Little Neck, NY

Harvest Christian School
Petaluma, CA

Haw River

Christian Academy
Pittsboro, NC

Heritage Christian Academy
‘Winter Haven, FL

Heritage Christian

Academy of North Idaho
Spirit Lake, ID

Heritage Classical Academy
Hudson, OH

Heritage Classical

Christian School
Fenton, MO

Heritage Oak School
Tehachapi, CA

Heritage School
Fredericksburg, TX

Hickory Christian Academy
Hickory, NC

Highland Rim Academy
Cookeville, TN

Hope Christian Academy
Holly Lake Ranch, TX

Horizon Prep School
Rancho Santa Fe, CA

Hunter Classical

Christian School
Manakin-Sabot, VA

Imago Dei Academy
Alamogordo, NM

Immanuel Lutheran School
Alexandria, VA

In the Presence of God: Coram

Deo Classical Academy
Brownsville, TX

Innova Academy
Ontario, Canada

Institution Mixte Queensland
Port-au-Prince, Haiti

Island Christian Academy
Langley, WA

Jonathan Edwards

Classical Academy
Whites Creek, TN

King’s Cross Academy
Forest, VA

Kings Way Classical Academy
Clackamas, OR

Knox Classical Academy
Medford, OR

Legacy Academy
De Queen, AR

Legacy Classical

Christian Academy
Saginaw, TX

Legacy Classical

Christian Academy
Chesilhurst, NJ

Liberty Classical Academy
White Bear Lake, MN

Lighthouse Christian Academy
Stevensville, MD

Logos Christian Academy
Casa Grande, AZ

Logos Christian Academy
Fallon, NV

Logos Reformed

Evangelical Education
Surabaya, Indonesia

Logos School
Moscow, ID

Maranatha Academy
Superior, WI

Mars Hill Academy
Mason, OH

Martin Luther Grammar School
Sheridan, WY

Mesquite Christian Academy
Mesquite, NV



Messiah Lutheran

Classical Academy
Keller, TX

Midland Christian School
Midland, MI

Mineral Christian School
Mineral, VA

Mirus Academy
Ellsworth, ME

Morning Star Academy
Bettendorf, IA

Morning Star Academy
Jakarta Selatan, Indonesia

Naperville Christian

Academy
Naperville, IL

New Covenant

Christian Academy
Hardin, KY

New Covenant

Christian Academy
Interlochen, MI

New Covenant

Christian School
Abingdon, MD

New Covenant School
Anderson, SC

New Covenant Schools
Lynchburg, VA

New Life Christian School
Ephrata, WA

New Providence

Classical School
Nassau, Bahamas

Nobis Pacem
San Antonio, TX

Oak Hill Christian School
Herndon, VA

Oak Hill Classical School
Dacula, GA

Oakdale Academy
Waterford, MI

Olive Branch

Christian Academy
Corona, CA

Ozarks Christian Academy
West Plains, MO

Paideia Academy
Knoxville, TN

Paideia Classical Academy
Coconut Creek, FL

Paideia Classical

Christian School
Oregon City, OR

Paideia Classical School
Friday Harbor, WA

Paratus Classical Academy
Houston, TX

PEER Academy
Knoxville, TN

Petra Academy
Bozeman, MT

Petra Christian Academy
Boise, ID

Philadelphia Classical School
Philadelphia, PA

Pinnacle Classical Academy
Little Rock, AR

Providence Academy
Johnson City, TN

Providence Academy
Green Bay, WI
Providence Christian Academy
Schererville, IN
Providence Christian School
Dothan, AL
Providence Classical
Christian Academy
St. Louis, MO
Providence Classical
Christian Academy
Sioux Falls, SD
Providence Classical
Christian School
Oxford, GA
Providence Classical
Christian School
Bothell, WA
Providence Classical School
Huntsville, AL
Providence Classical School
Spring, TX
Providence Classical School
Williamsburg, VA
Providence
Preparatory School
Temple, TX
QCA Quiver
Center Academy
Tangerang, Indonesia
Rafiki Foundation School
Nyamata, Rwanda
Redeemer Christian School
Mesa, AZ
Redeemer Classical Academy
Murfreesboro, TN
Redeemer Classical
Christian School
Kingsville, MD
Redeemer Classical School
Harrisonburg, VA
Regent Preparatory
School of OK
Tulsa, OK
Regents Academy
Nacogdoches, TX
Regents School of Austin
Austin, TX
Regents School of Charlottesville
Charlottesville, VA
Regents School of Oxford
Oxford, MS
Renaissance Classical
Christian Academy
Fayetteville, NC
River Hills Christian Academy
Robstown, TX
Riverbend Academy
Ormond Beach, FL
Riverwood Classical School
Tuscaloosa, AL
Rockbridge Academy
Millersville, MD
Rocky Mountain
Christian Academy
Niwot, CO
Runnels Academy
Big Spring, TX
Samuel Fuller School
Middleborough, MA

Sandhills Classical

Christian School
Southern Pines, NC

Schaeffer Academy
Rochester, MN

School of the Ozarks
Point Lookout, MO

Seattle Classical

Christian School
Seattle, WA

Seoul International

Christian Academy
Seoul, South Korea

Sheridan Hills

Christian School
Hollywood, FL

Smith Preparatory Academy
Orlando, FL

Sojourn Academy
Conroe, TX

Spokane Classical

Christian School
Spokane, WA

St. Abraham’s Classical

Christian Academy
Aptos, CA

St. Mark’s Classical Academy
Rydal, PA

St. Stephen’s Academy
Beaverton, OR

St. Stephen’s Church
Sewickley, PA

St. Stephen’s Classical

Christian Academy
Eldersburg, MD

Summit Christian Academy
Yorktown, VA

Summit Christian Academy
Livingston, MT

Summit Classical

Christian School
Fall City, WA

Tall Oaks Classical School
Bear, DE

The Academy of Classical

Christian Studies
Oklahoma City, OK

The Ambrose School
Meridian, ID

The Bear Creek School
Redmond, WA

The Cambridge School
San Diego, CA

The Cambridge

School of Dallas
Dallas, TX

The Classical Academy
Anderson, IN

The Classical Academy

of Franklin
Franklin, TN

The Classical Christian

Conservatory of Alexandria
Alexandria, VA

The Cor Deo School
Tacoma, WA

The Covenant School
Dallas, TX

The Geneva School
Laguna Woods, CA

The Geneva School
Winter Park, FL

The Geneva School

of Manhattan
New York, NY

The IMAGO School
Maynard, MA

The Mayflower Project
Pulaski, VA

The Oaks: A Classical

Christian Academy
Spokane, WA

The Paideia School

of Tampa Bay
Tampa, FL

The River Academy
Wenatchee, WA

The Saint

Constantine School
Houston, TX

The Saint Timothy School
Dallas, TX

The Stonehaven School
Marietta, GA

The Wilberforce School
Princeton Junction, NJ

Three Oaks

Christian School
Decatur, IN

Tidewater Classical Academy
Virginia Beach, VA

Timber Ridge Academy
Jackson, WY

Toledo Christian Schools
Toledo, OH

Tri Valley Classical

Christian Academy
Livermore, CA

Trinitas Christian School
Pensacola, FL.

Trinitas Classical School
Kentwood, MI

Trinity Christian School
Opelika, AL

Trinity Christian School
Kailua, HI

Trinity Christian School
Montville, NJ

Trinity Christian School
Forest Hills, PA

Trinity Classical Academy
Valencia, CA

Trinity Classical Academy
Omaha, NE

Trinity Classical School
Clarkesville, GA

Trinity Classical School
Bellingham, WA

Trinity Classical

School of Houston
Houston, TX

Trinity Preparatory School
Voorhees, NJ

Triuno Classical

Christian School
Sao Luis, Brazil

Uvalde Classical Academy
Uvalde, TX

Valley Classical School
Blacksburg, VA

ACCS SCHOOLS

Veritas Academy
Dublin, OH
Veritas Academy
Chesapeake, VA
Veritas Academy
Savannah, GA
Veritas Academy
West Barnstable, MA
Veritas Academy
North Branch, MN
Veritas Academy
Leola, PA
Veritas Academy
Cody, WY
Veritas Academy
Texarkana, AR
Veritas Christian
Community School
Sierra Vista, AZ
Veritas Christian School
Lawrence, KS
Veritas Classical Academy
Fullerton, CA
Veritas Classical Academy
Beaumont, TX
Veritas Classical
Christian School
Eugene, OR
Veritas Classical
School of Omaha
Omaha, NE
Veritas Collegiate Academy
Fairfax, VA
Veritas Learning Center
TP Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam
Veritas Liberabit Vos
Fairfax, VA
Veritas School
Newberg, OR
Veritas School
Richmond, VA
Vickery Christian Academy
Jakarta, Indonesia
Victory Academy Ocala
Ocala, FL
Washington Classical
Christian School
Saint Augustine, FL
Washtenaw Christian Academy
Saline, MI
Westminster Academy
Memphis, TN
Westminster Classical
Christian Academy
Toronto, Canada
Westminster School
at Oak Mountain
Birmingham, AL
Westside Christian Academy
Westlake, OH
Whitefield Academy
Kansas City, MO
Whitefish Christian Academy
Whitefish, MT
Wilson Hill Academy
Austin, TX
Winter Park Christian School
Tabernash, CO
Woodstream Christian Academy
Mitchellville, MD
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Hygge
l for All

Discover Denmark’s secret
to happiness & well-being
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LOVERS OF HOBBIT HOLES and all things Hyggeis taking the world
Norse will appreciate a new word coming out of | by storm. This wildly pop-
Denmark—hygge. While the Danes may not see it ular Danish word comes

this way, it seems to take simple age-old biblical from a small language with only
o | ] about 5.6 million speakers. Few peo-
principles and apply them to daily life. As you're ple outside Denmark can pronounce
. ) ) it, and there is no equivalent word or
rushing through the last weeks of winter while phrase in the English language. There
) . . is also no straightforward definition.
Jugg“ﬂg homeWOFk, appOIﬂtmeﬂtS, aﬂd a mU|_ The closest we can come is to say

. C ! that hygge is a feeling of coziness, in-
titude of other activities, you m|ght try a timacy, or warmth. It is these things

but so much more as well. Activities,
décor, and experiences can be hygge.
As translator ToveMaren Stakkestad
says, “Hygge was never meant to be
translated. It was meant to be felt”
So, what is all the hygge hype about?
Hygge is widely credited for boosting
Denmark to the top of the World’s
Happiest Country list, which is com-
piled and released each year in the
World Happiness Report. This is baf-
fling to many people because it'’s no

PV .'h.-?-f . little hygge—because, as Bilbo said, ‘It is

/ no bad thing to celebrate a simple life”

My people will dwell in a peaceful
habitation, in secure dwellings,
and in quiet resting places.

— Isaiah 32:18

secret that Denmark suffers through
grueling long, dark winters. Its citizens
should be frozen, yes, and understand-
ably depressed. And yet, here they are,
touted as the happiest people on the
planet. What gives?

While it is hard to nail down a defi-
nition of hygge, most people would
recognize the feeling it evokes if they
have ever snuggled up with a comfy
blanket and a mug of cocoa or tea by a
roaring fireside while the winter wind
whistles outside. The Danes would
say that feeling of well-being, or co-
ziness, is very hygge. In fact, anything
that contributes to this feeling is con-
sidered hygge whether it comes from

By Céleste
Perrino-Walker
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cuddling up with a good book or so-
cializing around the dinner table with
close friends and family over bowls of
steaming hot soup and thick slabs of
crusty bread.

Be hospitable to one another without
grumbling. As each one has received a
gift, minister it to one another, as good
stewards of the manifold grace of God.

As it turns out, I've been practic-
ing hygge for years and just didn't
know what it was called. Hygge, for
me, is Friday night communal meals
when my scattered family catches up

... You do not know what will happen
tomorrow. For what is your life? It is
even a vapor that appears for a little

time and then vanishes away.

—1 Peter 4: 9-10 —James 4:14

7 Ways to Add Hygge to Your Everyday Life

@ GET OUTSIDE. Even if all you manage is a quick walk around the block or tea on the patio,
an important component of hygge is getting outside every day no matter what the weather.

© FRESH FLOWERS. Fresh flowers are a season-less and a beautiful way of bringing the out-
side in. Don't overlook pretty weeds as a wild bouquet. You don’t have to break the bank.

© TEA. Hot drinks of any description are considered very hygge because their heat is sooth-
ing to the body, their fragrance is soothing to the mind, and sipping them slowly is soothing
to the soul.

O SIMPLICITY. Hygge is the exact opposite of complicated. Hygge embodies simplicity in all
its forms from decoration to possessions to occupation.

© LIGHT. While candles and twinkly lights fill the night, anything that maximizes natural
light inside is inherent in hygge. Whether that is big windows or mirrors on the wall, let
the light shine in.

© BOOKS AND MUSIC. Quiet activities like curling up with a book or listening to music
(bonus points if it's vinyl played on a record player) are very hygge-ish.

© FRIENDS AND FAMILY. The crowning jewel in the concept of hygge is socializing with loved
ones. No need to go overboard—a long dinner full of laughter is at the top of the hygge list.

36 The Classical Difference

around the dinner table. Or playing
my violin by the fire-pit on a warm
summer night while watching the
fireflies dance.

Signe Johansen, who wrote How to
Hygge: The Nordic Secrets to a Happy
Life, says, “At the core of hygge is the
guiding principle that we must all make
the most of the short time we have on
this planet ... And be kind to ourselves
and those around us” Hygge encom-
passes all aspects of life, but it can be
broken down into a few key areas to
make the concept easier to grasp for
those who don’t hail from Denmark.

# THE HOME:
Hygge Headquarters

Hygge starts at home. That’s why
Danes are particular about their
surroundings. Home should have a
“welcome; come on in; make yourself
comfortable” vibe. Wooden floors are
preferable to carpet, but lush scatter
rugs lend a comfy touch. Candles

Let each of you look not only
to his own interests, but also
to the interests of others.
—Philippians 2:4

and good lighting are very important.
Aesthetics aren’t the only concern;
Danes place a high value on enter-
taining at home, which is very hygge.
And entertaining is much more prone
to happen in a comfortable, clean,
well-cared-for space. No one can relax
in the midst of chaos.

3# THE TABLE:
In the Company of Others
Meik Wiking, who wrote The Lit-
tle Book of Hygge, says, “In all the
work I have done within the field of
happiness research, this is the point
I am surest about: the best predictor
of whether we are happy or not is our
social relationships” It turns out, the
first line of defense against the long,



isolating winters is socializing, and
what better way to socialize than over
a meal?

And let us consider one another in
order to stir up love and good works,
not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as is the manner of
some, but exhorting one another ...
—Hebrews 10: 24-25

Danes often throw nutrition out
the window when entertaining. As
Johansen says, “If you're contemplat-
ing a dessert with sweet potato, avo-
cado, chia seeds, or anything ‘clean;
then you've kind of missed the point
of hygge, which is about enjoying
delicious food, not fretting about
whether it’s healthy” Fretting aside, it
is perfectly possible to enjoy healthy
food that is also delicious despite
what Johansen thinks. And really,
who wouldn’t rather have the best of
both worlds?

And thus you shall greet him: “Peace be
to you, and peace be to your house,
and peace be to all that you have”

—1 Samuel 25:6

In this instance, food is merely the
vehicle for gathering around a common
table to chat and laugh, which is sure
to lift spirits. Spending time with family
and friends is the real nourishment.

3% THE CELEBRATION:
Making Good Days
Even Better

Hygge really shines during celebra-
tions. With decorations on the out-
side and goodwill on the inside, it’s
hard not to experience the benefits of

*ALL CITATIONS: ClassicalDif-
ference.com/2018-spring

hygge and want to incorporate them
into each new day. Think of your
ideal Christmas: If you can capture
the excitement, contentment, and
well-being of the season, you’ll know
exactly what to aim for once the hol-
iday luster has faded, and the world
returns to the hum-drum of every-
day living.

3% THE GREAT OUTDOORS:
Overcoming the Winter Blues

Danes subscribe to the old adage
that there is no bad weather, only
bad clothing. One of the reasons
they thrive during protracted win-
ters is because they dont merely
endure winter; they enjoy it. An im-
portant tenet of hygge is getting out-
side every day, even if it’s only for a
short brisk walk or a fast and furious
snowball fight.

While gym membership is not
frowned upon, it’s looked on as a dis-
tant second to time spent in nature.
Suffering through exercise in an at-
tempt to improve your physical ap-
pearance is not in keeping with the
principles of hygge. Rather, participa-
tion in exercise is its own reward. An
added benefit of exercising outside in
nature is that it is calming. In a world
that increasingly needs to “digitally
detox,” this is an important bonus.

While culturally, perhaps, it is im-
possible to understand hygge in the
way a native Dane can, we can slow

The heavens declare the glory
of God; and the firmament
shows His handiwork.
—Psalm 19:1

down and consciously take moments
to relax and improve the quality of
our lives.

In the end, it boils down to this: the
acquisition of wealth is not the point
of life. Living is the point of life. And

that is a very hygge perspective. 21

TIMES & SEASONS W

Ones life does not consist in the
abundance of the things he possesses.”
—Luke 12:15

CELESTE PERRINO-WALKER's favorite
hygge activities include knitting, hiking, spend-
ing time with her family, and curling up with a
good book. She is the author of many inspira-

tional articles and books.
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Say What?

As if coming up with an accurate definition of
hygge in English isn't hard enough, try pronounc-
ing it. English speakers aren’t quite sure what to do
with all those “g"s, and the “hyg” in the beginning
looks like it ought to be pronounced “hig” except
that it isn't. It will be hard to share the concept with
others if you can't say it. Here, then, is an English
speaker’s guide to saying hygge like a native Dane.

Close your eyes and pretend you aren’t look-
ing at the word. It's easier that way because it
doesn’t sound anything like it looks. Now say,
“hoo-guh.” The “guh” part is short so bite down
on it pretty hard, as if you were saying, “hoog-uh.”
Congratulations! You are now speaking Danish.

The word hygge is a noun, and there are vari-
ations for different parts of speech (ie. hyggeligt
and hyggelige). But for purposes of this article,
we'll stick with hygge to describe anything within
this concept for clarity’s sake. Learning one com-
plex Danish word is a big enough goal for now.
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CLASSICAL EDUCATION FOR CONTEMPORARY TEACHERS

MA in Teaching

< Classical Education

TempLETON'S MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING offers a distinctively
classical approach to training working teachers. We believe education should free
people to seek the true, do the good, and make the beautiful. In order to lead students
toward these ends, teachers must pursue them in their own lives, Blending online and
on-campus courses, the Templeton MAT immerses teachers in the methods, materials,
and ethos of classical education so they can become master learners who are master
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PARTING SHOT H

Fresh Perspective
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¢ GIVE IT YOUR BEST SHOT!

Want to be the last face people see in the next

PHOTO BY JOLEEN NORCINI, I'am thankful to share my photos partic-

PARENT VOLUNTEER ularly because it serves to help motivate . . )

Mount St. Helens Observatory, Washington  parents to seek out classical Chris- |s§ue? subIIGyoRbesUandiicsunIR SISt
Classical Christian Academy tian schools for their children. | have Tl e e GRAPUATION e 8L S

7th and 8th Grade Northwest witnessed the impact that all phases of SchOOI' (Past graduations qua.llfy, too!) If your pho-
Travel Study Trip classical Christian education have had on to 'S. s.elected., you"II A FEeEe L2 ,CASH'

May 2017 my own children as well as my frieAds, Visit ClassicalDifference.com/partingshot to
Anna Darrow, 8th Grade —Joleen Norcini submit your photo and see submission details.
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