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■ PARENTS SPEAK

There are some who feel that musi-
cal training is as important as learning to read, 
some who like it but might (or might not) 
leave it, and some whose studio is, and only 
ever will be, the shower. 

DO YOU REQUIRE YOUR KIDS 
TO TAKE MUSIC LESSONS? 
WE WANT TO KNOW!

■ Music is a moral law� It gives soul to the universe, wings 
to the mind, flight to the imagination …

—Plato

■ To listen is an effort, and just to hear is no merit� A duck 
hears also�

—Igor Stravinsky

■ It’s easy to play any musical instrument: all you have to 
do is touch the right key at the right time and the instru-
ment will play itself�

—Johann Sebastian Bach

■ I never had much interest in the piano until I realized that 
every time I played, a girl would appear on the piano bench 
to my left and another to my right�

—Duke Ellington

■ The man that hath no music in himself, nor is not moved 
with concord of sweet sounds, is fit for treasons, stratagems 
and spoils�

—William Shakespeare

■ Music is the universal language of mankind�
—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

What do 
you think?
This month’s poll

The Pickup Line
��� is closed for the summer

WHAT CAN WE DO ON 
THE FIRST DAY OF SUMMER?

Maybe the kids and I will 
drive to the school and sit in the pickup 
line, just for old times’ sake. I’ll drive too 
fast through the parking lot. I won’t pull 

forward. I’ll park my car a little sideways 
and open all four doors. As a final treat, 
I’ll leave the car unattended, sitting right 
there in line, and go have a picnic. At 
the school they mow their lawn reg-
ularly, and they don’t have a dog. 

It’ll be a perfect first day.

Weigh in 
at www.ClassicalDifference.com/poll

RESULTS PUBLISHED  
IN THE NEXT ISSUE! 

… F. SCOTT FITZGERALD
“And so with the sunshine and the great bursts of leaves 

growing on the trees, just as things grow in fast movies, I had 
that familiar conviction that life was beginning over again 
with the summer.” 

—The Great Gatsby

… JOHN STEINBECK
“What good is the warmth of summer, without the cold of 

winter to give it sweetness.” 
—Travels with Charley: In Search of America

… L.M. MONTGOMERY
“All in all, it was a never-to-be-forgotten summer—one of 

those summers which come seldom into any life, but leave a 
rich heritage of beautiful memories in their going—one of 
those summers which, in a fortunate combination of delight-
ful weather, delightful friends and delightful doing, come as 
near to perfection as anything can come in this world.” 

—Anne’s House of Dreams

… WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
“Summer’s lease hath all too short a date.” 

—Shakespeare’s Sonnets  

I Wish I Had More 
Time to Read …

PARENTS SPEAK ■

Are vacations essential? To 80 percent of respon-
dents, they are. Here are some samples of the thought-pro-
voking comments we got to read on this topic. 

■ “Rest is biblical … for the ground as well as the people 
who till the ground (labor). Rest for revitalization to con-
tinue in the work is rest well spent.” 

■ “Not that I don’t like a nice vacation, but I wonder if we 
might not be giving in just a bit sometimes to the ‘enter-
tainment’ focus of our culture.”

■ “I think vacation does for our year what Sabbath does 
for our week� … It does matter what choices you make on 
vacation as well.”

■ “Vacation can be a preview of heaven. But we can get 
the ‘rest’ idea out of proportion …”

Poll: Vacations?
The results are in!
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■ History and toolboxes
“Please take me out.” “I hated it at first.” Providence Preparatory School in 

Belton, TX, hit Micah Martinez, Nathaniel Fasoline, and many others in the senior class 
like a whirlwind when they first entered the school. But, their parents held fast. Provi-
dence is only five years old but serves grades K–12, so most of its high school students 
began their academic careers elsewhere. After about a year, they admitted, they got used 
to it. In fact, it seems they actually thrive. “In [our other Christian school], we learned 
history from a textbook. We read about the Boston Tea Party. Here, we learned the con-
text and what led to it. We understood it better. We think about history,” said Emily Parisi.

On a different note, a strange phenomenon cropped up at Providence Preparatory School: 
toolboxes. They’re everywhere, they have wheels, and they’re full of books. It seems students 
moved from bookbags, to backpacks, then to rolling carts, on to rolling coolers, and finally 
settled with toolboxes. Apparently the books were just too heavy for anything else! 

■ Upward and onward
Immanuel Lutheran School in Alexandria, VA, goes to 

great lengths to develop the aesthetics of their little ones. They 
emphasize higher liturgical music, decorate with great artists, 
and take their students, pre-schoolers included, to places of 
beauty—like the National Gallery of Art. Classical Christian 
schools realize that a high view of beauty is vitally important 
for young children. It cultivates a love of greatness, rather than 
just sensationalism or entertainment in art.

■ The Laboratory School
NO TUITION? NO PROBLEM AT “HARD WORK U”

Each year, the School of the Ozarks near 
Branson, MO, turns away hundreds of families who are willing 
to pay tuition, to serve 287 children in grades K–12 without a 
financial path to a classical Christian education. 

Clearly, the need is great. In response, the College of the Ozarks 
created an innovative solution—the Laboratory K–12 School. 
The school shares the college campus and offers a full classical 
Christian program. Many of the parents work for a Christian 
ministry or earn just a livable wage, so tuition can be an insur-
mountable wall—and there are no government handouts, few 
scholarship programs, and few local churches that can help.

Vice President and Dean of Character Education, Dr. Sue 
Head, spent two years researching the best school models be-
fore opening the doors. The administration credits the ACCS 
for teaching them about classical education, and then provid-
ing the heart and substance of their program. 

School Dean Brad Dolloff recalls running the gauntlet of 
the program’s construction. “On the ACCS website, I found a 
math-science conference at The Oaks in Spokane. When I told 
their headmaster, Bruce Williams, about the challenge before 
me, he started handing me files and books and mentored me 
through those first years.”

Dr. Head recommended the Lab School concept after visit-
ing Hillsdale College’s charter school in Michigan. She notes 
this model is impossible without the help of a college. “We en-
joy the facilities and resources we have because of the College.”

At an ACCS conference, 
Dolloff was struck by Doug 
Wilson’s comment that when 
we take God out of a school, 
we train children to forget 
God. That resonated with 
Dolloff who taught math and 
was an administrator for 25 
years in public schools. One 
of the School of the Ozark’s 
goals is “to foster a deeper 
knowledge of Christ, a de-
sire to be conformed to His 
image, and the desire to live 
a life that reflects a Christian 
worldview.”

Mitch Pettigrew, whose 
campus job is to tend bees, 
is a senior at the school. His 
parents ran church camps 
when he was young. His 
classical education almost 
eluded him. Now, he prais-
es his favorite teacher, Dr. Kyle Rapinchuk. “He opened new 
ways of thinking for me. It’s easy to love the subjects he loves 
because he comes into class overflowing with excitement for 
what he’s about to teach us. He sees God’s ways in everything,” 
said Pettigrew of the man who has made a permanent differ-
ence in his life.  

—JEANETTE FAULKNER

School of the O
zarks, B

ranson, M
O

AROUND THE COUNTRY ■

■ Chickens, deer, and butter-
flies! And don’t forget the hog.

Visit this campus and you’ll see chicken raising, deer 
slaying, green gardening, butterfly feeding, purple martin 
housing, and hog trapping. Grace Academy in Georgetown, 
TX, knows how to keep students learning outside on their 39-
acre campus, most of which is wild. Or “cultivated.” Students 
learn biology as they butcher animals, collect eggs, and protect 
the martins from hawks. (Martin house pictured at left.) Then, 
they go inside and read Dante. Classical Christian schools 
know that kids learn in many ways, and small school commu-
nities can do some pretty creative things. 

School Snapshots

■ AROUND THE COUNTRY
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Immanuel Lutheran School in Alexandria, VA

How do they do it?
In 1906, the College of the Ozarks 

founder had a vision to provide a 
Christian education for local children 
who could not afford it� 

NO TUITION
 K–12 families at School of the Ozarks 

pay $2,700 a year to cover meals, books, 
and lab fees. College students at Col-
lege of the Ozarks pay about $7,000 a 
year for room, board, and a few fees. If 

that is unaffordable, a K–12 family may 
apply for aid to lower the cost� College 
students can graduate debt free.

Every student has an age-appropri-
ate work station� Grammar students 
might clean the school� High school 
students might man a work station in 
the kitchen� College students are re-
quired to work 15 hours a week and 
two 40-hour weeks a year. Jobs are 
not hard to find on campus.

The college raises beef cattle, dairy 
cows, and hogs, and runs a meat 

processing plant, feed mill, and hor-
ticultural center, among other things� 
Homemade goods served and sold 
at the campus lodge and restaurant 
are fresh from their farms, along with 
items from their workshops, such as 
ceramic mugs�

Students earn a GPA, a Character 
Point Average, and a Work Point Aver-
age� The proceeds from the College’s 
entrepreneurial ventures and gen-
erous donors cover tuition at “Hard 
Work U.”
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ACCS SCHOOLS ■

Logos Christian Academy
Fallon, NV

Logos Christian Academy
Casa Grande, AZ

Logos Online School
Moscow, ID

Logos Reformed Evangelical Education
Surabaya, Indonesia

Logos School
Moscow, ID

Mars Hill Academy
Mason, OH

Martin Luther Grammar School
Sheridan, WY

Midland Christian School
Midland, MI

Mineral Christian School
Mineral, VA

Morning Star Academy
Bettendorf, IA

Morning Star Academy
Jakarta Selatan, Dki Jakarta, Indonesia

Naperville Christian Academy
Naperville, IL

New College Franklin
Franklin, TN

New Covenant Christian Academy
Hardin, KY

New Covenant Christian School
Abingdon, MD

New Covenant School
Anderson, SC

New Covenant Schools
Lynchburg, VA

New Providence Classical School
Nassau, Bahamas

New Saint Andrews College
Moscow, ID

Oak Hill Christian School
Herndon, VA

Oak Ridge Christian Academy
Conroe, TX

Oakdale Academy
Waterford, MI

Olive Branch Christian Academy
Corona, CA

Ozarks Christian Academy
West Plains, MO

Paideia Academy
Knoxville, TN

Paideia Classical Christian School
Oregon City, OR

Paideia Classical School
Friday Harbor, WA

Petra Academy
Bozeman, MT

Petra Christian Academy
Boise, ID

Philadelphia Classical School
Philadelphia, PA

Pinnacle Classical Academy
Little Rock, AR

Providence Academy
Johnson City, TN

Providence Academy
Green Bay, WI

Providence Christian Academy
Schererville, IN

Providence Christian School
Dothan, AL

Providence Classical Christian Academy
St. Louis, MO

Providence Classical Christian Academy
Sioux Falls, SD

Providence Classical Christian School
Kirkland, WA

Providence Classical Christian School
Oxford, GA

Providence Classical School
Spring, TX

Providence Classical School
Williamsburg, VA

Providence Classical School
Huntsville, AL

Providence Preparatory School
Temple, TX

QCA
Tangerang, Indonesia

Redeemer Christian School
Mesa, AZ

Redeemer Classical Academy
Murfreesboro, TN

Redeemer Classical Christian School
Kingsville, MD

Redeemer Classical School
Harrisonburg, VA

Regent Preparatory School of OK
Tulsa, OK

Regents Academy
Nacogdoches, TX

Regents School of Austin
Austin, TX

Regents School of Charlottesville
Charlottesville, VA

Regents School of Oxford
Oxford, MS

Renaissance Classical Christian Academy
Fayetteville, NC

River Hills Christian Academy
Robstown, TX

Riverbend Academy
Ormond Beach, FL

Riverwood Classical School
Tuscaloosa, AL

Rockbridge Academy
Millersville, MD

Rocky Mountain Christian Academy
Niwot, CO

Samuel Fuller School
Middleborough, MA

Sandhills Classical Christian School
Southern Pines, NC

Schaeffer Academy
Rochester, MN

School of the Ozarks
Point Lookout, MO

Seattle Classical Christian School
Seattle, WA

Seoul International Christian Academy
Seoul, South Korea

Spearfish Classical Christian School
Spearfish, SD

St. Abraham’s Classical Christian Academy
Aptos, CA

St. Mark’s Classical Academy
Rydal, PA

St. Stephen’s Academy
Beaverton, OR

St. Stephen’s Classical Christian Academy
Eldersburg, MD

Summit Christian Academy
Yorktown, VA

Summit Christian Academy
Livingston, MT

Summit Classical Christian School
Fall City, WA

Tall Oaks Classical School
New Castle, DE

The Academy of Classical  
Christian Studies

Oklahoma City, OK
The Ambrose School 

Meridian, ID
The Bear Creek School

Redmond, WA
The Cambridge School

San Diego, CA
The Cambridge School of Dallas

Dallas, TX
The Classical Academy of Franklin

Franklin, TN
The Covenant School

Dallas, TX
The Geneva School

Winter Park, FL
The IMAGO School

Maynard, MA
The Oaks: A Classical Christian 
Academy

Spokane, WA
The Paideia School of Tampa Bay

Tampa, FL
The River Academy

Wenatchee, WA
The Saint Timothy School

Dallas, TX
The Stonehaven School

Marietta, GA
The Wilberforce School

Princeton Junction, NJ
Tidewater Classical Academy

Virginia Beach, VA
Timber Ridge Academy

Jackson, WY
Trinitas Christian School

Pensacola, FL
Trinitas Classical School

Grand Rapids, MI
Trinity Christian Academy

Lexington, KY
Trinity Christian School

Montville, NJ
Trinity Christian School

Opelika, AL
Trinity Christian School

Kailua, HI
Trinity Classical Academy

Valencia, CA

Trinity Classical Academy
Omaha, NE

Trinity Classical School
Clarkesville, GA

Trinity Classical School
Bellingham, WA

Trinity Classical School of Houston
Houston, TX

Trinity Preparatory School
Voorhees, NJ

United Christian School
Camp Verde, AZ

Uvalde Classical Academy
Uvalde, TX

Veritas Academy
Texarkana, AR

Veritas Academy
West Barnstable, MA

Veritas Academy
Leola, PA

Veritas Academy
Savannah, GA

Veritas Academy
North Branch, MN

Veritas Academy
Cody, WY

Veritas Christian Academy
Fletcher, NC

Veritas Christian Academy
Chesapeake, VA

Veritas Christian Academy of Houston
Bellaire, TX

Veritas Christian Community School
Sierra Vista, AZ

Veritas Christian School
Lawrence, KS

Veritas Christian School, FBC
Dayton, TX

Veritas Classical Academy
Beaumont, TX

Veritas Classical Academy
Fullerton, CA

Veritas School
Newberg, OR

Veritas School
Richmond, VA

Victory Academy Ocala
Ocala, FL

Westminster Academy
Memphis, TN

Westminster School at Oak Mountain 
Birmingham, AL

Westside Christian Academy
Westlake, OH

Whitefield Academy
Kansas City, MO

Whitefish Christian Academy
Whitefish, MT

Wickenburg Christian Academy
Wickenburg, AZ

Wilson Hill Academy
Austin, TX

Winter Park Christian School
Tabernash, CO

Woodstream Christian Academy
Mitchellville, MD

Acacia Academy
Kokomo, IN

Ad Fontes Academy
Centreville, VA

Agape Christi Academy
Eden Prairie, MN

Agathos Classical School 
Columbia, TN

Aletheia Christian School of Peoria
Peoria, IL

Alpha Omega Academy
Huntsville, TX

American Christian School
Succasunna, NJ

Annapolis Christian Academy
Corpus Christi, TX

Appomattox Christian Academy
Appomattox, VA

Aquidneck Island Christian Academy
Middletown, RI

Arma Dei Academy
Highlands Ranch, CO

Augustine Christian Academy
Tulsa, OK

Augustine Classical Academy
Mechanicville, NY

Augustine Classical Academy
Lakewood, CO

Augustine School
Jackson, TN

Baldwin Christian School
Baldwin, WI

Bayshore Christian School
Fairhope, AL

Beacon Hill Classical Academy
Camarillo, CA

Bethel American International School
St. Paul, MN

Bloomfield Christian School
Bloomfield Hills, MI

Bradford Academy
Mebane, NC

Brown County Christian Academy
Sardina, OH

Cahaya Bangsa Classical School
Bandung, Jawa Barat, Indonesia

Cair Paravel Latin School, Inc.
Topeka, KS

Calvary Christian Academy
Silver City, NM

Calvary Christian Academy
San Jose, CA

Calvary Classical Academy
St. Cloud, MN

Calvary Classical School
Hampton, VA

Candies Creek Academy
Charleston, TN

Cary Christian School
Cary, NC

Cedar Tree Classical Christian School
Ridgefield, WA

Charis Classical Academy
Madison, WI

Christ Church Academy
Lafayette, LA

Christ Presbyterian School
Baton Rouge, LA

Christian Heritage School
Longview, TX

Christ’s Legacy Academy
Athens, TN

Clapham School
Wheaton, IL

Classical Christian Academy
Post Falls, ID

Classical School of Wichita
Wichita, KS

Clear Lake Classical
Clear Lake, IA

Colquitt Christian Academy
Moultrie, GA

Coram Deo Academy
Flower Mound, TX

Coram Deo Academy
Carmel, IN

Coram Deo Academy
Richland, WA

Coram Deo Preparatory Academy
Houston, TX

Cornerstone Academy
Morristown, TN

Cornerstone Academy
Snohomish, WA

Cornerstone Christian Academy
Appomattox, VA

Cornerstone Christian Academy
Abingdon, VA

Cornerstone Classical Christian 
Academy

Montgomery, AL
Cornerstone Classical Christian 
Academy

Hebron, KY
Cornerstone Classical School

Basalt, CO
Cornerstone Classical School

Salina, KS
Covenant Academy

Macon, GA
Covenant Academy

Cypress, TX
Covenant Christian Academy

Harrisburg, PA
Covenant Christian Academy

West Peabody, MA
Covenant Christian Academy

Colleyville, TX
Covenant Christian School

Smyrna, GA

Covenant Christian School
Panama City, FL

Covenant Classical Academy
Louisville, KY

Covenant Classical Christian School
Columbia, SC

Covenant Classical School
Concord, NC

Covenant Classical School
Fort Worth, TX

Covenant Classical School
Naperville, IL

Covenant School
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LOOK UP “SUMMER ACTIV-
ITIES” ON THE WEB AND 
YOU’LL QUICKLY FIND A CEN-
TURY’S WORTH OF GREAT 
IDEAS. WE’VE NARROWED IT 
DOWN TO 5 CHALLENGES 
THAT WILL KEEP YOUR KIDS 
ENTERTAINED, ACTIVE, AND 
ENGAGED THIS SUMMER.

■ TIMES & SEASONS

You can include books that are required sum-
mer reading for your kids, but make sure to have 

plenty of titles that are just for fun. For a list, visit Classi-
calDifference.com/brainwaves. Visit ClassicalDifference.com/brainwaves for recipes.

Brainwaves
Challenges for a 
Suburban Summer

1 2

3

Reading Race 
Match your child page for page in a friendly read-

ing competition. You might want to set limits on picture siz-
es in your high-schooler’s book choices.

If your child wins, they get to stay up late. If you win, 
you get to go to bed early! Cash prizes and trips to the zoo 
work, too.

Dinner Date
Have your kids 

plan and make meals on 
their own. For older kids, 
choose a different ethnic 
food each week. 

You might choose a day 
of the week or month that 
belongs to your child, and 
alternate between break-
fast, lunch, and dinner so 
that when school starts, 
they’ll be ready to cook 
any meal you might need.

The internet abounds 
with children’s recipes but 
some of our favorites are 
Dutch pancakes, BLTs, 
and pizza.

Day Camps with 
a Purpose

Summer Day Camps abound. This year, choose  
to be involved in an excellent artistic workshop run by a 
professional arts organization that “moonlights” with sum-
mer day camps. 

For example, two of the most valuable camps we experi-
ence here:

■ THE IDAHO SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL dra-
ma camp, run by our region’s award-winning Shakespeare 
company. The instructors are generally professional actors 
in the company.

■ THE SUN VALLEY SUMMER SYMPHONY 
week-long “music workshops,” aligned with a professional 
symphony in Sun Valley, Idaho. The instructors and guest 
instructors are generally professional musicians.

Both are run by professionals passionate about their craft. 
And in each case the hours of daily work culminate in im-
proved skills, excellent productions for the audiences, and 
the most fond memories of the entire summer.

You can probably find them in your state, too!  

Music on the Mind
There’s no doubt music is good for both the mind and soul. Do 

you know an older student at your school who loves music, could use some 
extra cash, and can drive to your house? Hire them to pass their knowledge and 
love of music onto your child.

Mastering Mastery

Create a book of poetry, 
but don’t do it alone. Find meaningful 

poems from Longfellow, Eliot, Word-
sworth, or any of the great poets, and have 

your child copy them on the left side of their 
notebook or journal. Then have your child em-

ulate (not copy) them on the right. Ideas, thoughts, 
and experiences flow easier under the guidance of 
a master, and you might be surprised at the results. 

Create illustrations or take photos to go along 
with the works of original poetry. At the end of the 
summer, make it into a book. If you have grandpar-

ents, save it for that special Christmas present!  And send a 
copy of the best to us! (Include both sides—master and copy.)

Mom’s Summer 
To-do List

Mom, you probably don’t need a to-do list, 
but we made one for you anyway! This one will help you get 
ready for the middle and end of summer, not just the start. 

The Pinterest 
Grab Bag

More than just a catalog of ideas, this Pin-
terest board sent to us from a busy mom is an online “grab 
bag.” It’s a way to let kids choose their favorite activities from 
mom’s preselected list.

“I usually let each of my kids pick a few activities at the 
beginning of the summer and then get the supplies to have 
on hand.” For more flexibility, each week let one of the kids 
pick that week’s activity. They enjoy browsing through the 
options before their big day!

—Pinterest board by Jordan Douglas,
The Ambrose School, Meridian, ID

Visit ClassicalDifference.com/brainwaves.

For bookmaking sources, visit 
ClassicalDifference.com/brainwaves.

For suggested summer activities devoted to 
life skills and/or just plain summer fun, visit 
ClassicalDifference.com/brainwaves.

5

4

http://tinyurl.com/cdsummerfun

TIMES & SEASONS ■
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Point� Shoot�
Capture a student moment and share it at 

www.ClassicalDifference.com/submissions. 
Yours might just be the last face people see 
in our next issue�
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The beginning of poetry.
It’s summer! Remember this sky when you’re inside 

reading poetry on a snowy day next December.

FAST FACTS
§	2,500 students from 42 states across 50 

majors

§	Beautiful residential campus one hour 
north of Pittsburgh 

§	Male/Female ratio 50/50

§	Student/Faculty ratio 15:1

§	Average GPA 3.71 / SAT 1212 / ACT 27

§	Scholarship, research and internship 
opportunities

§	19 NCAA Division III sports; extensive 
intramural programs

§	Marching band, orchestra, touring choir, 
ensembles

§	95% job placement or graduate school 
within six months 

HOW WE RANK
America’s Top Colleges – Forbes

Best National Liberal Arts College  
– US News

Best Undergraduate Engineering Programs  
– US News

Top Value Private Liberal Arts  
– Consumer Digest

Best 379 Colleges  
– Princeton Review

Best Colleges for your Money  
– Money Magazine

Smartest Liberal Arts Colleges in America  
– Business Insider

2015 Christian College of Distinction

2015 Pennsylvania College of Distinction

RICH ACADEMIC TRADITION. AMAZING VALUE.  
CHRIST-CENTERED LEARNING COMMUNITY. 

Our promise is not unlike 
that biblical cord of three 
strands. For nearly 140 
years, Grove City College 
remains unsurpassed in the 
strength of its intellectual 
and spiritual community. 

VIRTUAL TOUR

APPLY
TODAY

Learn more and apply today. 
www.gcc.edu/apply

GCC_ACCS 8.5x11.indd   1 12/22/15   12:29 PM
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